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Take Advantage of God’s Limited-Time Offers

1. Your life is for a limited time only

2. God’s grace is for a limited time only

John Lennon claimed that the Beatles were bigger than Jesus Christ.  He was shot six times and died.  Bon Scott, the lead singer of AC/DC choked to death on his own vomit.  Randy Rhoades, the lead guitarist for Ozzy Osbourme—formerly of a member of a band called Black Sabbath—was killed when the plane he was in slammed into the house they were buzzing.  Cliff Burton, the bass player for Metallica, was killed when the tour bus they were on careened out of control and crashed.   Jim Morrison, Janis Joplin, Jimi Hendrix—all rock and roll superstars who all died untimely deaths.  They all died because God hates rock and roll music.  His divine judgment on these blatant sinners serve as a warning for any of us who would dare to pick up an electric guitar or bass to engage in such devil music, or even listen to it!  
In April of 2002, just shortly after the attacks of 9/11, a plane carrying 45 seminary students and a professor flew from Milwaukee to Portland, Oregon where they got on a tour bus and drove up to Alaska and back performing sacred music.  They returned to Milwaukee from Portland on a different flight.  The plane landed without incident.  The plane and bus were the safest vehicles ever to take to the air or the road because they were full of such fine young men of God who obviously had his divine favor and protection.  
Did any of you join me in my sentiments?  God kills off those obvious sinners who flaunt it but lets nice people live in safety?  We want it to work that way, don’t we?   You know why we want it to work that way?   Because it makes us feel safe.  We use comparison to make ourselves feel better that God is not going to get us because we’re better than someone else.  We bemoan the world we live in because we think that by doing so God will take our side against an ungodly world—we’re clearly on his team!
Don’t get too comfortable with that thought.  Because Jesus is going to tear it down this morning.  Our text this morning picks up in the middle of Jesus’ comments to a group of thousands that had gathered in a region just outside Judea on the other side of the Jordan River to hear him speak.  It seems that a few people in the crowd were looking for Jesus’ take on a current event.  
1Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.
With all the religious and political tensions in the air between the Jews and Romans, you might think that they might be looking for political commentary from a man rumored to be the Messiah.  Jesus’ answer clearly shows what these people were thinking but not saying.  They had made the conclusion that these Galileans had been brutally killed by Pilate because they were worse sinners than the rest of the people and therefore somehow deserving of special divine retribution for their actions.  
Jesus says, “They were in no way worse sinners!”  There couldn’t be a more emphatic denial of karma than what Jesus starts with here.  And then Jesus flips it on them—“All of you…unless you repent the same will happen to you.”  Does he mean that Pilate will crush them down and mix their blood with their sacrifices?  Nope.  He means something much worse and more certain.  Divine retribution for sin comes on Judgment Day.  Psalm 7:11-13: “God is righteous judge, a God who expresses his wrath every day.  If he does not relent, he will sharpen his sword; he will bend and string his bow.  He has prepared his deadly weapons; he makes ready his flaming arrows.”  All sin is worthy of destruction.  There will be destruction on that day that will make Pilate’s slaughter look like child’s play 

Jesus then adds his own current event about a guard tower on the southeast wall of the city of Jerusalem, right above the pool of Siloam.  4Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.”

Did they owe God something?  God in their minds was like the Great Mob Boss of them all.  You owed him a debt and you couldn’t pay.  So this is what happens to people who get too into debt to God that they can’t pay it back.  Jesus points them to the fact that there is no paying back God for the debt of sin.  They owed perfection to God and so did all the other residents of Jerusalem.  Again, they wanted to think that somehow these people had it coming so that they could rest easy knowing that they didn’t owe God that much.  They were good enough people that God wouldn’t be coming looking for them.  

5I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.”  Does he mean that a tower will fall on them in Jerusalem?  He means something much worse and more certain.  God will expect full payment of perfection on Judgment Day.  Any sin is an outstanding debt on that day.  There will be destruction of all who cannot pay up perfection in full on that day.  

Isn’t that just our way too?  By nature we know that we owe God something.  And the thought of it terrifies us.  By nature we feel like we have to pay it back.  This is our natural defense against the feeling of guilt.  How foolish when we think we can pay it back.  How foolish when we confuse our lives of sanctification and piety for something that actually makes God more well disposed toward us than toward others—that somehow we are garnishing his divine favor for our “better-than-most” behavior.  But behind every thought of “they had it coming to them” should be the echo in our own souls, “So do you!”

Death does come to us all because of sin.  But for the Christian, death is temporary…it is but a sleep.  We’re all going to die and when we go or how we go is not determined by God on a scale of sinfulness.  The “worse” sinners sometimes live the longest lives and have peaceful deaths.  The “best” people sometimes go the youngest (all the disciples except John).  The message is simple.  Sin is serious.  Sin brings death.  It can bring the worst death of all to the unrepentant.  Christ took our eternal death for us.  He was the worst of sinners for us.  But to stand outside of his shelter boldly and confident in our sinfulness is asking for eternal consequences.  Failure to acknowledge sin because we’re confident that we’re not as bad as others is a sure ticket to destruction.  

Take advantage of God’s limited-time offer of one more day of life.  Both of the events that Jesus talked about were accidents.  None of the Galileans thought that their blood would be with the sacrifice.  They assumed they were going to sacrifice and go back home.  None of those people who were under the Tower of Siloam thought that they were going to die that day.  They went about assuming that they were going home and continuing with life.  We live under the assumption that there will be a warning for our death.  And maybe there will be...but maybe not.  No one gets in their car after church today and says, “I’m going to be t-boned by a semi-truck on the way home.”  Nobody says, “Tomorrow morning I’m going to get up and get ready for work.  But while I’m brushing my teeth, I’m going to have a massive heart-attack and drop dead in the bathroom.”  
Death can come with no warning, so be prepared.  Take advantage of God’s lmited-time offer of another day of life.  Repentance is the daily habit of the Christian.  It is repentance that moves us out of the target of God’s divine destruction and into the shelter of his grace.  Repentance covers the sinner with Christ’s perfection.  His payment was paid into their account so that they stand “paid in full.”  Repent every day of your life.  It may be your last.  
Yes, death may come with no warning, but it should be noted that God never acts without warning.  “The soul who sins is the one who will die.”  The warning has already been given.  Jesus continues our text this morning with a parable—a story meant to teach us about God’s warnings.  Idea of first section: Take advantage of every day by being prepared

6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it, but did not find any. 7So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I've been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’8“‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. 9If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’”

For a tree not to produce fruit is odd.  It indicates that something is wrong.  The whole purpose of having vines and trees and gardens is that they produce something for us.  If something serves no purpose, it’s useless—not worth keeping around.  
The owner gives the vinekeeper a direct command, “Cut it down.”  Three years had been long enough.  Constant searching, constant disappointment.  Enough is enough.  
The ground was good ground.  The problem was the tree.  Let the ground do its thing with some other plant or tree that would turn the nutrients in the ground into fruit for consumption.  But the one who tends the vineyard is the one who defends the vineyard.  “Just one more year.”  We don’t know what kind of cultivating the vinedresser had already done with this vine.  Maybe the manure and the digging are something that was done every year.  But just for a chance, he’ll do it all again—whatever it takes.  The question is left open: “Did the tree at last bear or did it, after all, remain unfruitful?” The answer is purposefully withheld.  If the fruit tree produced fruit, it has only the vinedresser and the owner to thank—for the tender care and patience.  If the fruit tree does not, it can only blame itself.  
For a Christian not to produce fruit is odd.  It indicates that something is wrong.  The whole purpose of God saving us is so that we might produce fruit and, in doing so, bring glory to him.  If we are not producing fruit, we’re really not worth keeping around.  What good ground we have been planted in.  The Word of God is preached to us and has the power to create fruit in us through the work of the Holy Spirit.  A Christian who does not hear the Word of God and put it into practice is such a waste.  
So does this make you nervous?  It makes me nervous! How many times has God the Father come across me in my life and said “All the time and effort we put into Mike Carr and he’s still not producing fruit?  His time is up.”  But Jesus is our defender, “Just one more year.  One more year to hear the Word of God, one more year to let the Holy Spirit work and produce repentance.  One more year.”  God’s grace is amazingly large.  But it is limited.  And eventually the time of grace runs out.  

We enjoy such tender care and patience from the Father and the Son.  We are so richly fertilized by the Holy Spirit.  Lack of fruit is no one else’s fault but our own. This is a harsh reality.  But it is balanced on the other hand by the fact that God’s grace and mercy are not without result.  The Holy Spirit does work in us and does produce fruit to God’s glory.  And it all starts with repentance!

Take advantage of God’s limited time offer of grace.  Every day is a day of God’s continued grace.  
Use it, don’t abuse it.  Don’t abuse it as a convenient cover-up and credit-card forgiveness. Use his grace as nourishment and motivation for your soul that you may produce fruits.  May repentance be your first fruit today and every day.  And may all of the fruits of the Holy Spirit fill your branches to the glory of God.
AMEN.
