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Mark 16:1-8

Christ’s Empty Tomb Takes Care of Life’s Logistics

1. It solves present problems

2. It provides future direction

Death rarely happens at the convenient time.  Death interrupts the normal flow of our lives.  The family of the deceased is forced to stop their lives and take care of funeral arrangements.  Any of us who has lost someone close knows that feeling.  Your eyes are sore and burn from the exhaustion of crying.  And yet the tears must stop for logistics.  There are decisions to be made—especially if there was no time for pre-planning.  Where to bury?  What casket?  What will they wear?  Where’s the visitation?  When?  When can everyone make it for the funeral?  How quickly should we bury?  etc.  In a way, these logistics can actually be a relief for those who mourn.  It gives us something that we can do and plan that takes our mind off of the fact that someone has been ripped from our lives.  It’s often after the funeral is all taken care of, after the visitors and well-wishers have gone home that the full weight of the enormity of the loss hits you and you begin to truly mourn.
Jesus’ death came at an inconvenient time for his followers.  Jesus’ body was motionless on the cross, but the sun continued it’s rapid race toward the western horizon.  When it set, the Sabbath would begin and no work could be done.  Immediately following his death, those who were left had to begin thinking through the logistics of dealing with his body.

We hear the harried story of a handful of men and women on that Friday afternoon, racing against the clock.  Preparations were hasty at best.  Joseph of Arimathea had to go get permission from Pontius Pilate to take the body into his care.  Once he had permission, he quickly purchased some linen to wrap the body in before the shops closed for the Sabbath.   With the help of Nicodemus, he wrapped the body and placed it in his tomb, and they rolled a very large stone in front of the tomb.  The sun was just setting and they had done the best they could do for the moment.  

Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joses watched the men as they worked and noted where Jesus’ body had been buried.  They knew that this was not a proper burial, definitely not fitting for the Son of God.  So they made plans to finish the job.  Now these woman had to sit at home the whole Sabbath—mourning and yet counting the hours until they could finish the job of burial.  Logistics and tears.  
On Sunday morning very early they take off for the tomb.  They had a job to do and they had to do it immediately!  They have purchased everything they need.  Now on the way to the tomb, one logistical problem arises that they had not thought of.  The stone…who would move the stone?   These stones were usually 1.5-2 tons, the size of a small car.  They sat in slots carved in front of the entrance.  It was no small task to roll a stone that size in front of the tomb and into its slot.  But it was an enormous task to get that stone up out of that slot and roll it away.  It required levers and brute strength.  Who is going to do it?  These three women lack the strength and the tools to move a stone that large.  But as they come within sight of the tomb, they quickly realize that this logistical problem has been solved for them—the stone has been moved already.  
And as soon as the women entered the tomb, it was obvious that there was a new problem.  Instead of seeing a dead body, the women see what appears to be a young man, dressed in flowing white.  Their reaction to this change in plans is alarm.  They are astonished.  It is a wide-eyed, open-jawed combination of shock and awe.  It’s the same face you see on people who are viewing the destruction caused by a hurricane or tornado or earthquake.  Their eyes are taking in the sight but they are not comprehending it.  What is normally supposed to be there is not.  The mind works to restore the image it expects to see and struggles when faced with all the new information pouring in through the eyes. 
The angel tries to help them comprehend what has happened.  “Don’t be alarmed,” he said, “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified.  He has risen!  He is not here.  See the place where they laid him.”  This was the right spot.  This is where the physical body of the real man named Jesus who had come from Nazareth had been laid after he had been crucified.  The reason he is not here is because he has risen!  
The angel then gives them specific directions about what to do next.  These women were dazed and they needed to be reminded of their next move.  “But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee.  There you will see him, just as he told you.’”  Go and tell.  Tell those disciples who had run away and had spent their Sabbath hiding in fear and remained in hiding.  Tell them that Jesus is doing exactly what he said he would do.  
Jesus had told his disciples very exactly what was going to happen to him before it happened.  Mark records the words he spoke on the way to the Mount of Olives after they had celebrated the Passover:  You will all fall away, for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’ But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.”  Peter had responded to Jesus’ words with a promise that he would never fall away.  Jesus had reminded him, “today—yes, tonight—before the rooster crows twice you yourself will disown me three times.”
It had all happened just as Jesus had said.  The disciples had all fallen away.  Peter had disowned Jesus and had to look him in the face immediately after his rejection.  But Jesus had already told them that everything would be alright.  He would rise.  He would go into Galilee just as he had said.  These words were meant to comfort the disciples.  They were meant to give them future direction.  

But did you notice what the women did with that information that the angel had told them?  I think in our minds we imagine that with great joy they hopped, skipped and jumped their way to the house where the disciples were and boldly declared “Christ is risen” to which the disciples responded, “He is risen indeed!”  

But what does Mark record?  Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb.  They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.  Are you kidding me?  That’s the worst ending ever to any Easter Sunday account!  Trembling and bewildered they FLED!  They ran away as fast as they could, not to tell anyone, but just to get out of there.  The women were not grasping the new reality that Easter had brought.  Even though they were eyewitnesses, the consequences of the resurrection did not immediately register.
The scene of Christ’s empty tomb is obvious to us because it is what we expect to see on Easter Sunday.  Of course the tomb is empty.  Of course he has risen.  But do we really take to heart what that scene means to us.  

We all have a logistical list of present problems this morning.  It’s nice to hear of the open tomb and it may make me feel joyful this morning with all the festivities, but come Monday, it’s back to the real world.  And we have real problems waiting for us in the real world.  Does your list of problems get in the way of your Easter joy?  Are you exhausted by the pace of life?  To you have too many things to do in too few hours?  Is your family falling apart at home?  Is your body falling apart with disease?  Are you struggling to balance your responsibilities at work with your responsibilities at home?  Are you struggling to balance your budget…or your businesses budget…or the church budget?  So many present problems in the real world that keep joy from our hearts.  So many logistical steps to be taken that keep us awake at night.  
And when we let those present problems rob of us joy and peace, then we are no better than those women who showed only fear and bewilderment at Christ’s open tomb.  Then we have forgotten that Christ’s open tomb has taken care of life’s logistics.  The biggest logistical problem in history was sin.  Sin was a stone too large for us to move.  It separated us from God.  It separated us from the open air of life eternal.  It trapped us in the stale air of death.  Only God was big enough and powerful enough to move that stone for us.  
On Easter Sunday, he rolled the stone away from the tomb that day to show it was empty.  Christ’s open and empty tomb proves that God has taken care of life’s biggest logistical problem—sin.  God has rolled the crushing weight of sin and death from our hearts.  Our lives are not tombs—stuffy and smelling of death.  Our lives are free and open.  The boulder of sin that separated us from God has been removed.  And he now lives, right now, actively in our hearts and lives.
Sin will still be in our earthly lives.  But it is powerless to control us.  Sin has been solved.  We confess to God and to our brothers and sisters in Christ.  They remind us that we are forgiven because of Christ’s death and resurrection.  God then gives us the strength though the Word and Sacraments.  If God can take care of sin and death, what real problems still exist?  When viewed from eternity, the passing problems of this life are miniscule.

And Christ’s Empty Tomb has also provided us with future direction.  Just as the angel told them women to go and tell, so we have been told to go and tell.  Do you know what Jesus said to the disciples when he met them in Galilee, just as he said he would?  He said, All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore GO and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.

This is God’s plan for all of us this morning.  Christ is risen!  Go and tell.  Baptize and teach.  This is the most important plan for the future that any of us can have for the future.  It’s our privilege to share the good news.  But how often have we fled from that command?  How often have we, like the women said nothing to anyone because we were afraid?  How often have we had our own plans for the future that trump God’s plan for us on our priority list?

What is there to be afraid of?  Christ’s Empty Tomb has taken care of life’s logistics!  Sin cannot harm you.  Death cannot stop you.  Satan cannot touch you.  Christ has risen and the sins of the world have been forgiven.  Tell yourself that this morning.  Tell everyone else that their sins are forgiven too.  Let nothing rob you of the Easter joy that is ours…not only today, but every single day of our lives in this world, and every single moment of our eternal lives.  He is risen!  He is risen indeed!
AMEN.
