Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 11, 2011

Welcome to St. Mark’s Lutheran Church!

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Mark’s.  We especially welcome our guests who have joined us today. We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news about God’s grace, love, and forgiveness to us through his Son, Jesus Christ.

Our congregation also operates a Lutheran elementary school serving students in pre-Kindergarten through eighth grade. If you would like to find out more about our church or school, please contact one of our pastors, the principal, or another representative of our church or school. They would be delighted to assist you.

Information

· A staffed nursery is located in the very back of the church lobby. Volunteers are available during both services and the Bible study hour to care for any children up through three years of age.

· Reserved seating for families with young children is available in the back three pews on either side of the sanctuary. Please allow these pews to be available for families even if you have arrived late.
· Personal listening systems are available for anyone who may have difficulty hearing the service. Please ask an usher if you would like to use one.
· Large print worship booklets are available on the shelf at the back of the entrance into the church sanctuary.
· Children’s activity sheets are available for young children on the shelf at the back of the entrance into the church sanctuary.
· Cell phones should be turned off or put on vibrate mode so as not to disrupt others during the service. Thank you for your cooperation.
· Registration cards are given to all families and individuals along with this worship booklet as they enter the church. One side of the registration card is for members; the other side is for visitors. The cards are collected after the sermon during the offering, when they are handed in toward the center aisle. If time permits, please fill out your card prior to the start of the service. Visitors may also use this form to tell us about themselves or to make a request.

Season of the Church Year

Pentecost Day, recorded in Acts 2:1-21, occurred fifty days after Easter and marked the birth of the Christian Church. The Sundays after Pentecost, as this season of the church year is called, emphasize the life of the Church and the life of the Christian in light of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Green, the color that symbolizes growth, adorns the front of the church and reminds us that our general focus in worship during the Sundays after Pentecost is on the Church’s growth and the Christian’s growth.

Focus of Today’s Service

Today marks the ten-year anniversary of the terrorist attacks on our nation that occurred on Tuesday morning, September 11, 2001. One decade later, this horrific event still leaves lingering thoughts and questions in our minds. As with any tragedy in life, we turn to the Word of God for our comfort. Today’s special order of service, lessons, hymns and sermon remind us that tragedies will strike our lives in this sinful world, but that our Lord uses these difficult times to call us to repentance and faith in his Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Serving at Worship Today

Presiding Minister
Pastor Ronald Waterstradt
Preacher & Choir Director
Pastor Johnold Strey
Organist
Timothy Williamson
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A SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE
PRELUDE 
Elegy on Psalm 23:6
Douglas E. Wagner

OPENING HYMN
O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright


Christian Worship #586
The words of this hymn are a translation of a morning hymn written by Saint Ambrose (340-97 A.D.), an influential theologian of the fourth century Christian church.
STAND
GREETING
Minister
The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation
Amen.
DIALOGUE OF REMEMBRANCE

The minister’s words in this responsive reading are adapted from Martin Luther’s Large Catechism’s explanation of the phrase, “Deliver us from evil,” from the Lord’s Prayer.  Luther’s Large Catechism, written in 1529, is one of the official Confessions (statements of faith) of the Lutheran Church.
M
The petition, “Deliver us from evil,” includes whatever evil may happen to us under the devil’s kingdom: poverty, shame, death, and, in short, all the agonizing misery and heartache of which there is such an unnumbered multitude on the earth. Since the devil is not only a liar, but also a murderer, he constantly seeks our life. He wreaks his vengeance whenever he can afflict our bodies with misfortune and harm.
C
Rescue me, O LORD, from evil men;



protect me from men of violence,


who devise evil plans in their hearts



and stir up war every day.
Psalm 140:1-2
M
There is nothing for us to do upon earth but to pray without stopping. For unless God preserved us, we would not be safe from this enemy even for an hour.

C
My eyes are fixed on you, O Sovereign Lord;



in you I take refuge—do not give me over to death.


Keep me from the snares they have laid for me,



from the traps set by evildoers.
Psalm 141:8-9
M
God wishes for us to pray to him also for all the things that affect our bodily interests, so that we seek and expect help nowhere else except in him.

C
The Lord is near to all who call on him,



to all who call on him in truth.


He fulfills the desires of those who fear him;



he hears their cry and saves them.
Psalm 145:18-19
M
If we are to be preserved and delivered from all evil, God’s name must first be hallowed in us, his kingdom must be with us, and his will must be done. After that he will finally preserve us from sin and shame, and, besides, from everything that may hurt or harm us.

C
Set a guard over my mouth, O Lord;



keep watch over the door of my lips.


Let not my heart be drawn to what is evil,



to take part in wicked deeds with men who are evildoers;




Psalm 141:3-4
M
With these words, “Deliver us from evil,” God has briefly placed before us all the distress that may ever come upon us, so that we might have no excuse whatever for not praying.

C
For your name’s sake, O Lord, preserve my life;



in your righteousness, bring me out of trouble.


In your unfailing love, silence my enemies;



destroy all my foes, for I am your servant.
Psalm 143:11-12



NIV 1984
PRAYER OF THE DAY
M
Let us pray.


Lord God, accept our humble confession of the wrongs we have done, the injustice to which we have been party, and the countless denials of your mercy we have expressed. Cleanse us by your grace, deliver us from evil, and turn us toward your love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C
Amen.

BE SEATED
FIRST LESSON
Nehemiah 1:5-11a



Nehemiah’s prayer during Jerusalem’s distress
5 “O Lord, God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who love him and obey his commands, 6 let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer your servant is praying before you day and night for your servants, the people of Israel. I confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my father’s house, have committed against you. 7 We have acted very wickedly toward you. We have not obeyed the commands, decrees and laws you gave your servant Moses. 

8 “Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations, 9 but if you return to me and obey my commands, then even if your exiled people are at the farthest horizon, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place I have chosen as a dwelling for my Name.’ 

10 “They are your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great strength and your mighty hand. 11 O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant and to the prayer of your servants who delight in revering your name.

PSALM OF THE DAY
Psalm 142



from Christian Worship: Supplement

The choir introduces the refrain and the congregation repeats the refrain.

The choir sings the verses of the psalm.

The congregation sings the refrains and the doxology (“Glory be…”).
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I cry aloud to the LORD;
I lift up my voice to the LORD for mercy.
I pour out my complaint before him;
before him I tell my trouble.

When my spirit grows faint within me,
it is you who know my way.
Look to my right and see; no one is concerned for me.
I have no refuge; no one cares for my life.

Refrain

I cry to you, O LORD;
I say, “You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the living.”
Listen to my cry, for I am in desperate need;
rescue me from those who pursue me, for they are too strong for me.

Set me free from my prison,
that I may praise your name.
Then the righteous will gather about me
because of your goodness to me.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain




SECOND LESSON
2 Corinthians 1:3-7



God comforts us in our troubles
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. 5 For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort overflows. 6 If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. 7 And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort.
VERSE OF THE DAY
2 Timothy 4:18


Setting by John Folkening, 1994
Alleluia. The Lord will rescue me from every evil and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. Alleluia.

STAND
GOSPEL
Luke 13:1-5


Heed Jesus’ call to repentance
The Gospel is announced:

M
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, chapter thirteen.

C
Glory be to you, O Lord!  (spoken)
1 Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.”
After the Gospel is read:
M
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C
Praise be to you, O Christ!  (spoken)
BE SEATED

ANTHEM
Lord Jesus Christ, My Savior Blest

Text by Hans C. Sthen, b. c. 1540


Arr. by Johnold Strey, 1995

Lord Jesus Christ, my Savior blest,


My hope and my Salvation!

Lord, hear my plea: Deliver me from misery


Your Word brings consolation.

Lord, as you will, so lead me still;


Your mercy fails me never.

My God, I pray: Teach me your way to my last day;


From evil keep me ever.

Grant, Lord, I pray, your grace each day,


That I, your name revering,

Your glory see and happy be eternally,


Before your throne appearing.

HYMN OF THE DAY
O Lord of Nations, Hear our Prayer



from Christian Worship: Supplement

The author of this hymn, Laurie Gauger, wrote this text for Thanksgiving 2001, the first Thanksgiving after the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks.  An article about this hymn is included in the announcements section of the worship booklet.
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We pray, O Lord, that they remain Remove our fear and help us stand
Courageous, honest, wise. Against our enemies.

Oh, give them guidance, make them strong  Lord, may no wicked men prevail.
To stand for right, to battle wrong, May ev’ry plot of treach’ry fail.

That freedom’s song may rise. May we remain at peace.

7 And when at last all nations fall
And you return as Lord of all
To make the earth anew,
Then may we join that shining band
Of saints from ev’ry tribe and land
And make our home with you.

We offer our thanksgiving to God for all his goodness, mindful that every good and perfect gift
comes from above.

Text: Laurie F. Gauger, b. 1965 © 2001 Laurie F. Gauger. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Tune: KIRKWOOD (88 68 86) Joseph Herl, b. 1959 © 1998 Joseph Herl. All rights reserved. Used by permission.




SERMON
Luke 13:1-5

Tough Lessons for Tragic Times
1. Tragedies are not necessarily God’s punishment for specific sins,
2. But tragedies always call us to repentance for our sin.
STAND
APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,



maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,



who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,



born of the virgin Mary,



suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died, and was buried.


He descended into hell.


The third day he rose again from the dead.


He ascended into heaven



and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.


From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit



the holy Christian Church,




the communion of saints,



the forgiveness of sins,



the resurrection of the body,



and the life everlasting.  Amen.

BE SEATED
OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING
On Eagle’s Wings
John Carter
HYMN
When in the Hour of Utmost Need


Christian Worship #413

STAND
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, you love your whole creation and forget none of your creatures. We bring you our supplications for all your children, for all those we love and all those committed to your care:

C
We implore you to hear us, O God.

M
For all who have blessed us with kindness, led us with patience, and restored and refreshed us by their sympathy and help:

C
We implore you to hear us, O God.

M
For all who have wished or done us ill, that you would turn their hearts to repentance and ours to blessing:

C
Lord, have mercy.

M
For all prisoners and captives and all who suffer from oppression, that you would lead them to know the perfect freedom of your Son’s forgiveness, relieve their suffering, and move us to imitate you by assisting them with works of mercy and compassion:

C
Lord, have mercy.

M
For all who bear the cross of suffering, who are ill in body or in mind:

C
Be merciful and spare them, good Lord.

M
For all who are troubled by the suffering or sin of those they love:

C
Lord, hear our prayer.

M
For all who have experienced worldly loss, that in the midst of darkness and confusion they may find their peace in you:

C
We implore you to hear us, O God.

M
For all who are absorbed in their own grief, that they may be raised to share the sorrows of their brothers and sisters and to know and appreciate the fellowship of those who bear Christ’s cross:

C
We implore you to hear us, O God.

M
For all who are suffering because of their faithfulness to conviction and duty, that in sacrifice they might find strength and joy; and that you, who see in secret, may uphold them by your grace, so they may at last come to an open reward:

C
Lord, have mercy.

M
For all who are undergoing temptations of the flesh or who imagine evil in their hearts, that you would enable them to overcome and obtain the victory through Christ:

C
Be merciful and spare them, good Lord.

M
For all who are lonely and sad in the midst of the joys of others, that they may know you as their Father, Friend, and Comforter:

C
Lord, hear our prayer.

M
For the infirm, the aged, and all who are approaching death, that they may find their strength in you and obtain a blessed end:

C
Lord, hear our prayer.

M
For _     (special prayers may follow)     _, we pray to you, O God:

C
Lord, hear our prayer.

M
For all for whom we have forgotten to pray but who are dear to you:

C
Assist them according to their needs, and bring them to your heavenly kingdom.

M
Almighty God, merciful Father, you are our ever-present help in time of trouble. As we remember the terrorist attacks that occurred against our nation a decade ago, we again realize that your thoughts are not our thoughts, and your ways are not our ways. O Lord, do not let the hearts of your people despair, but sustain and comfort us. Console those for whom this anniversary brings personal loss to mind. Continue to protect the innocent and helpless. Guard the servicemen and women of our nation who place themselves in harm’s way to protect us and our freedom. Use our national remembrance of this day to bring more souls to repent of their sin and to believe in Jesus as their Savior and Redeemer.  All this we ask, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER


Our Father, who art in heaven,



hallowed be thy name,



thy kingdom come,



thy will be done




on earth as it is in heaven.


Give us this day our daily bread.


and forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive those




who trespass against us; 


and lead us not into temptation,


but deliver us from evil.


For thine is the kingdom



and the power and the glory



forever and ever.  Amen.

BLESSING

M
The Lord bless you and keep you.


The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.


The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.

C
Amen.

BE SEATED
CLOSING HYMN
O God, Our Help in Ages Past 



Christian Worship #441
ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE
Come Now, Savior of All

J.S. Bach

WORSHIP NEXT SUNDAY

In contemporary Christianity, many a church is built around its pastor or its programs. But the only proper, biblical foundation for the church is its confession of faith in Jesus Christ. Next Sunday’s worship reveals that the church’s confession of faith in Christ is the rock on which the church is built and grows. You can prepare for next week’s worship by picking up a copy of the Scripture readings from the shelf in the church entry. 
THANK YOU’S & REMINDERS
We thank the following members for their assistance today, and also remind those who have kindly volunteers to serve next week:
Ushers


8:00
Colin Gray, Bill Halfhill, AJ LeMay, Mark LeMay, Wesley LeMay, Keith Smith (Head Usher)


10:45
Bruce Bartlow, LeRoy Diede, Gordon Flowers (Head Usher), Daniel Mathews, David Mathews, Igor Sedykh

Nursery


Today


8:00
Patti Cummings

9:15
Linda Buxa

10:45
Stacie Thum

September 18

8:00
Hailey Dagsher / Kristen Dagsher

9:15
Cheryl Russell / Katelyn Russell

10:45
Beth Waterman
Flowers
Today’s altar flowers have been placed to the glory of our Lord and Savior by Shannon and Louisa Burke in remembrance of September 11, 2001.

Coffee is served between services.
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ST. MARK’S SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY HOUR

Children’s Sunday School—9:15 a.m.

Sunday Adult & Teen Bible Studies—9:30 a.m.
Today marks the beginning of our new fall quarter of Bible studies.  Join us this morning for one of these studies from God’s Word as we “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.”
2 Peter 3:18 

Jonah: A Prophet in spite of Himself

God said, “Go!” Jonah said, “No!” But in the end, God won! Jonah resisted the Lord’s call to preach to a wicked city and bring its people to repentance, but God had other plans. God overcame Jonah’s resistance and used the reluctant preacher’s message to bring unlikely candidates to repentance and faith. Increase your knowledge of the Old Testament and find encouragement for confessing your faith to others in this study of the four-chapter book of Jonah. Pastor Strey leads this study in the Parish Center (gym) during the first half of the fall quarter, from now through October 23.
Prayer: Does It Make Any Difference?
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Are you happy with your prayer life? Does prayer really matter? How should I pray? What should I pray for? All these questions reflect a longing for a close relationship with the Lord, who created me, redeems me, and makes me a part of his family. But there is confusion—we live in a world of skepticism and doubt about God that has its effect on us. Prosperity dilutes our prayers. What does it mean to pray, “Give us this day our daily bread,” when the pantry is stocked with a month’s supply of good? Advances in science and technology don’t help either. Christians used to pray for rain in a drought. Now we study the changing path of the jet stream, high pressure domes and low pressure troughs. Time pressures crowd out the more leisurely pace of life that prayer seems to require. We’ll study what the Lord says about prayer in the Scripture, looking at the way he speaks to us, so that we can learn better how to speak to him. Prayer is the conversation that believers have with the Lord. It does make a difference. Pastor Waterstradt leads this study in the church sanctuary during the first half of the fall quarter, from now through October 23.
James: Christians Living in a Pagan World 

It’s not easy living in a world where Christian principles and living are challenged and ridiculed. It’s heart-breaking to see the ways of our sinful world accepted by Christians who should know better. How does the Christian survive in such an environment? Join our study of James, titled, “Christians Living in a Pagan World.” This class, led by Pastor Marks, meets in the Luther Room.
Teen Bible Study: Job

If we are like Job (maybe we are, maybe we aren’t—we’ll find out), we tend to forget that Satan can be behind our suffering. Part of that might be due to the religious climate around us. It’s the very same take on God held by Job’s friends: If God loves you, He will prosper you and life will be great. But if life isn’t so great, it’s a sign that you have sinned and God is punishing you. Sound familiar? The Book of Job shows Job’s struggle: What he thought he knew and what his friends said about a loving God wasn’t lining up with his experience. How could a loving God let this happen to him? Sound familiar? 

Job found no easy solutions or quick answers. We won’t either—and that’s okay. What we will find in our study of Job is a surprisingly loving Redeemer God who lives to rescue and comfort his people—just as Job found. Teens are invited to this study with Pastor Schmidt, which meets in the upstairs teen room in the church.
Children’s Sunday School
[image: image7.png]Through the Bible
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Esau forgives Jacob (Genesis 31:3; 32–33) is the Bible story taught today in Sunday School. This exciting account teaches us how Jacob struggled against man and God for his birthright. The children will learn that Jesus struggled against sin and death to win our heavenly birthright. Talk to your children about sin and how it breaks families and relationships. Discuss how sin severed our relationship with God, how through Jesus we are restored to God eternally, and how Jesus helps us as God’s children to restore our broken human relationships.
Sunday School begins with an opening devotion in the chapel at 9:15 a.m.  After the devotion, teachers bring students to their age-appropriate classes, held in various school classrooms.

ADDITIONAL BIBLE STUDIES AT ST. MARK’S

In addition to our menu of Sunday morning classes, St. Mark’s offers a number of additional Bible study opportunities during the week.  We invite you to participate in one or more of these studies!
Bible Information Class

A new Bible Information Class (BIC) begins next Sunday evening, September 18. Are you interested in attending? Is there someone you know who would like to attend? BIC is for you if you (or someone you know) are asking questions like these:  
· I’ve enjoyed attending services at St. Mark’s. How can I find out more about becoming a member?

· I’ve gotten away from the Lord and the church since my childhood. How can I renew my relationship with him?

· My child is attending St. Mark’s School this year. How can I learn about the spiritual side of his/her education and discover if St. Mark’s is the church for our family?

· I’ve been a Lutheran for years. How can I review the basic teachings of the Bible and of my Christian faith?
If you’ve been asking these or similar questions, Bible Information Class (BIC) will provide answers from God’s Word. Our fall BIC will be held on Sunday evenings, beginning September 18, at 6:00 p.m. with Pastor Waterstradt in the Luther Room. Twenty sessions provide a comprehensive study of basic Bible teachings. Each class meets for two hours. If you would like to attend, call the church office (961-7891) and let the secretary know you plan on coming.

Through the Bible
Every Christian would like to accomplish the goal of reading the entire Bible. This fall we are resuming a class that help you reach that goal. Beginning this Wednesday evening, September [image: image8.png]


14, you are invited to join in a weekly journey “through the Bible.” We’re going to begin with Matthew, the first book of the New Testament, and encourage one another along the way. The class will meet from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m., giving us plenty of time for study and for questions. The class meets in the Luther Room. Join Pastor Waterstradt on an exploration of the most important book in history—the Bible, the Word of God. All you need is a Bible (and we’ve got those!) and an open mind and heart.

Jumpstart
Jumpstart is a brief weekly Bible study that meets in the church lobby every Wednesday at 8:10 a.m., prior to the St. Mark’s School weekly chapel service at 8:25 a.m. The theme of this year’s Jumpstart studies is “Let’s Grow in What We Know.” Pastor Schmidt will lead us through a study of the same Bible account that the Sunday School children will study two Sundays later.  Jumpstart your Wednesday mornings with God’s Word!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Christian Assistance Fund

Over the years St. Mark’s members have shared the blessings the Lord has entrusted to them with member families in need. The Christian Assistance Fund has been depleted, so once again we ask our members to share with their fellow members who need a temporary assist in difficult times. You can make an offering using one of the undesignated envelopes that are at the back of your packet of envelopes or take any plain envelope, write your envelope number and the amount of your offering on the front, enclose your check made out to St. Mark’s and place it in the offering plate. “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers” (Galatians 6:10).
“If You Don’t Ask, You Won’t Receive.”

What is often true of the Lord is also true of his people. In the past we’ve followed that principle by letting our people know some of the needs of the congregation’s ministries that could not be included in our annual budget. Many generous gifts have been received in this way that greatly blessed St. Mark’s. So, once again we have prepared a “Special Gift List” to give our members the opportunity to do something special for the Lord’s work. Copies of the list can be found on the shelf under the clock in the Church Lobby. The various needs are described and a cost estimate given. You can pick something particularly close to your heart, and/or your gift can be in memory of a loved one now with the Lord. An offering envelope is attached to the list, and directions for proceeding are included as well. If you have any questions about the various gifts, speak to one of the pastors or Principal Bauer.
Rock Solid Youth Group Miniature Golf Outing

All students in grades 1-4 are invited to attend the Rock Solid Miniature Golf outing on Friday, September 30. We will meet at the church at 3:15 for a snack and short play time before we leave for Golfland Sunsplash in Roseville (or meet at Golfland by 4:00). Estimated time to arrive back to church is 5:45. The cost is $6.00 per person. Fliers for this event may be found on the table under the school bulletin board. Come and join in the fun!

Luther Prep Recruitment Visit

Pastor Nate Scharf, the recruitment director at Luther Preparatory School in Watertown, WI will be visiting our school on Monday, September 12 at 1:30pm. He will be sharing information about the first tier of the WELS worker training system – preparatory high schools that encourage and prepare young men and women for the preaching and teaching ministry. Everyone is invited to come and learn more.

SMLS Entertainment Book Sale

Our school’s annual Entertainment Book sale is underway and will run until September 14. For a reasonable cost, Entertainment Books offer hundreds of discount coupons worth thousands of dollars in savings at local retailers. Profits from the sale will be used to equip the first and second grade classroom with a new interactive BrightLink projector. You can purchase an Entertainment Book from the office during the week or between services this morning in the Parish Center lobby. Thank you for considering supporting our school in this way!

SMLS Plastic Container Recycling Effort

Our school’s Student Council is coordinating an ongoing plastic container recycling effort to help our school. If you would like to contribute your plastic containers marked CRV (California Redemption Value), just drop them off in the green receptacle in the Parish Center lobby. Thank you for your support!

SMLS Home Volleyball Games This Week

Our Lions volleyball teams play at home this Tuesday, September 13. The co-ed B-team game begins at 3:00pm with the boys and girls A-teams to follow. It’s always great to have our Lions’ Den packed with a rowdy crowd supporting our teams and giving them the best home court advantage in our league! We hope you can come!

Prime Timers
Please take note of these upcoming events for September, October and November. There will be no Prime Timer meeting in October. Details for all events are posted on the bulletin board by the women’s rest room.
Fri., Sept. 23
7:30 p.m.
Attend the performance of “Best of Broadway” at the Fair Oaks Theatre.

Thur., Oct. 6

No Prime Timers meeting.

Sat., Oct. 22
1:00 p.m.
Annual Oktoberfest at the Lepis house in Placerville.

Thur., Nov. 3
12:00 p.m.
Regular Prime Timer meeting in the Luther Room.

Sun., Nov. 6
2:00 p.m.
The play “Gaslight” at the Chautauqua Playhouse.

Sun., Nov. 20
5:00 p.m.
Dinner out at a restaurant to be determined.

Please read the details about these events and sign-up for the events on the sheets posted on the Prime Timers bulletin board. For any additional information, contact Alex or Jo Ann Lepis at (530) 626-7228.

Fall Garage Sale
WELS Kingdom Workers will be having their fall garage sale on Friday, September 30 through Sunday, October 2 at the home of Betty A. Martin (7846 Glen Echo Street, Citrus Heights; 725-8574 or 206-8574).  Donations of clean & resalable items may be dropped off starting September 16.  Please no donations of clothing.  Proceeds from the sale of your gifts will be used to support our missions.  What things of value could you donate that are no longer of use to you and are sitting in your home or garage taking up valuable space?  If you have no items to donate, maybe you would be willing to donate a few hours of your time preparing for the sale or during the sale itself?  We especially need help on Friday, September 30 from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.   We also accept cash donations.
Child Abuse Liability Form

In recent years everyone is aware of the potential for child abuse by those who work with children. Careful supervision of our child ministries is the best protection against any improper behavior. St. Mark’s also needs to be protected against any liability, and we accomplish that by having everyone working with children here at church make out a brief form provided by Church Mutual, our liability insurer. This form can be found on the school table in the Church Lobby. All our members who volunteer in the school, teach Sunday School, assist in the Nursery or work with young people in any way should fill out and sign the Risk Management Form (pink). 

In Our Prayers

In order to make the intercessions for individuals in Prayer of the Church more personal, not everyone named in the “In Our Prayers” section of the service booklet will be specifically included in each Sunday’s Prayer of the Church. This list is current as of Thursday. Please keep all of the people named below in your personal prayers.

· Karen Gent, recuperating at home following surgery to repair a broken femur, resulting from metastatic cancer in her bones.

· Jon Schmidt, brother of Diana Diede, who has been diagnosed with cancer and is undergoing chemotherapy.

· Debbie Heideman and Stacy Moller, who are dealing with advanced auto-immune disease.
· Steven and Deborah Heyn, who are dealing with the devastation of Huntington’s Chorea.
· Carol Metzler and Mary Radmanich, who are undergoing treatment for lymphoma.
· Vi Schultz, Erna Buchmiller, Martha Halik, Ervin Mesloh, Agnes Richert and David Tritch, who are in nursing or care homes.

· Our national, state and local leaders and members of the armed services, especially those in harm’s way in the Middle East.

Happy Birthday and Anniversary!
Take the opportunity to give someone your best wishes on his or her special day!
Birthdays


11
Joshua Brown  (2)
14
Dan Moller


Lynda Caldas 

Rachel Snyder


Wendy Clausen
15
David Covey


Clara Mathews

Nicholas Grey  (7)


Philip Sartori

Jeanette Waterstradt

12
Steven Cummins  (15)
16
Bill Cummings


Ellen Hartwig
17
Ryan Hopping


Jacob Kopitske (10)

Keith Smith


Nicholas Kopitske (10)
Anniversaries


7
Alex and Jo Ann Lepis  (48)

11
Ed and Trista Webb  (18)

13
Aaron and Tatiana Edson  (10)


Craig and Laura Hartog  (25)


14
Jim and Brenda Well  (43)

16
Terry and Pam Drennon  (44)

A WORD ABOUT TODAY’S WORSHIP
Today’s Service of Remembrance included “O Lord of Nations” as the Hymn of the Day.  This is one of 85 hymns included in Christian Worship: Supplement, a companion volume published in 2008 that accompanies Christian Worship, the hymnal we use here at St. Mark’s and throughout our national church body, the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). The words of this hymn were written by WELS member Laurie Gauger for the first Thanksgiving Day following the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks.  Laurie works in the public relations department at Martin Luther College in New Ulm, Minnesota. Here is her description of this hymn:
God had not forsaken us [after September 11], and we couldn’t help but thank him for what we still held on to.  That’s what this hymn is all about. We thank him for a land that is lush and beautiful (stanza 1) and that affords us all that we need: food, medical care, wealth (extravagant wealth compared to much of the world), meaningful work, and leisure time too (stanza 2).

We thank God for the freedom we have to worship him as we wish and to share the gospel with others (stanza 3). This freedom, which was not part of the terrorists’ culture, seemed itself under attack that September morning.

Then the hymn moves from praise to petition. We ask God to forgive us for taking his gifts for granted and keeping them selfishly to ourselves (stanza 4). In the spirit of 1 Timothy 2:1-4, we ask God to give our leaders wisdom and strength (stanza 5), desperately needed those days of autumn 2001 and needed still today. We ask him to protect us from those who plan acts of terror and treachery against us (stanza 6) so that our country can remain at peace.

And finally, we realize that our nation may very well fall some day—in fact, all nations will certainly fall one day: the Last Day (stanza 7). When our Savior reappears to make the earth anew (Revelation 21:1,5), all national boundaries will dissolve, and we will join a new nation, a “shining band of saints from ev’ry tribe and land” (Revelation 7:9), and with the Lord of all nations we’ll make our home.


THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK’S
Today

New Bible Classes begin

12:00 p.m.
Board of Outreach

6:00 p.m.
SMLS Partners in Christian Ed Class


6:30 p.m.
Public School Confirmation class
Monday
6:00 p.m.
Men’s Fellowship


7:00 p.m.
Monday Worship
Tuesday
7:00 p.m.
Coordinating Council
Wednesday
8:10 a.m.
Jumpstart


8:25 a.m.
Chapel


7:00 p.m.
Through the Bible
Thursday
9:30 a.m.
JOL Bible Class begins

11:15 a.m.
Altar Guild

6:20 p.m.
Men’s Softball at Fair Oaks Park


7:00 p.m.
Choir
Friday
6:15 a.m.
Men’s Bible Study


Newsletter deadline
Saturday
8:00 a.m.
Saturday Work Crew

Sunday

Communion

6:00 p.m.
BIC


6:30
Public School Confirmation class
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Sunday Worship 8:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

Sunday School  9:15-10:30 and Bible Classes 9:30-10:30

Monday Worship 7:00 p.m.
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Pastor

Ronald Waterstradt

Jason Schmidt

961-7891 ext. 103
961-7891 ext. 105

Pastor
Principal

Johnold Strey
Matthew Bauer

961-7891 ext. 104
961-7891 ext. 109

Elementary School Faculty: Pat Walker, Rosemarie Boushek, Judy Thrams, Sarah Bauer, Julie Dushane, Shannon Schmidt, LaRita Walker
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