Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
September 4, 2011
Welcome to St. Mark’s Lutheran Church!

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Mark’s.  We especially welcome our guests who have joined us today. We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news about God’s grace, love, and forgiveness to us through his Son, Jesus Christ.

Our congregation also operates a Lutheran elementary school serving students in pre-Kindergarten through eighth grade. If you would like to find out more about our church or school, please contact one of our pastors, the principal, or another representative of our church or school. They would be delighted to assist you.

Information
· A staffed nursery is located in the very back of the church lobby. Volunteers are available during both services and the Bible study hour to care for any children up through three years of age.

· Reserved seating for families with young children is available in the back three pews on either side of the sanctuary. Please allow these pews to be available for families even if you have arrived late.
· Personal listening systems are available for anyone who may have difficulty hearing the service. Please ask an usher if you would like to use one.
· Large print worship booklets are available on the shelf at the back of the entrance into the church sanctuary.
· Children’s activity sheets are available for young children on the shelf at the back of the entrance into the church sanctuary.
· Cell phones should be turned off or put on vibrate mode so as not to disrupt others during the service. Thank you for your cooperation.
· Registration cards are given to all families and individuals along with this worship booklet as they enter the church. One side of the registration card is for members; the other side is for visitors. The cards are collected after the sermon during the offering, when they are handed in toward the center aisle. If time permits, please fill out your card prior to the start of the service. Visitors may also use this form to tell us about themselves or to make a request.
Season of the Church Year
Pentecost Day, recorded in Acts 2:1-21, occurred fifty days after Easter and marked the birth of the Christian Church. The Sundays after Pentecost, as this season of the church year is called, emphasize the life of the Church and the life of the Christian in light of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Green, the color that symbolizes growth, adorns the front of the church and reminds us that our general focus in worship during the Sundays after Pentecost is on the Church’s growth and the Christian’s growth.

Focus of Today’s Service

The Christian answers doubt with faith. Wherever faith clings to the promises of God, doubt is always right there lingering in the back of our mind. How striking to think that we must have faith in God before we can doubt him! Today’s lessons show us believers who had faith in God and his abilities to save them, but yet doubted when his plans or purpose failed to match theirs. The true answer to doubt is not found in the great miracle that removes adversity, but in the still small voice of our Savior God whispering in his Word. Today we hear our Savior God ask us, “Why did you doubt?”, and we see that the Christian answers doubt with faith.
Participation in the Lord’s Supper

The Lord’s Supper, or Holy Communion, will be celebrated in today’s service. The Bible teaches us that in the Lord’s Supper Jesus gives us his body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins. It also teaches that receiving the Lord’s Supper together is a public statement of our complete unity of faith. For this reason, we invite to Holy Communion members of St. Mark’s or members of one of our sister congregations in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS).

If you are a guest from another Lutheran denomination or another Christian church, we don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of stating your agreement with our beliefs before you have had a chance to learn more. For more information about communing with us in the future, please speak to one of our pastors after the service. We look forward to any opportunity to discuss the Christian faith with you and to work toward a common confession of faith!

Serving at Worship Today

Presiding Minister
Pastor Jason Schmidt
Preacher
Pastor Ronald Waterstradt
Organist
Shannon Schmidt
THE ORDER OF WORSHIP

Gathering
PRELUDE
Fanfare Prelude: If God Himself Be For Me

James Southbridge
WELCOME

OPENING HYMN
All Praise to God Who Reigns Above 

Christian Worship #236
STAND

INVOCATION

Minister
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation
Amen.
CONFESSION OF SINS
M
Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

C
Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 


For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
For sins of habit and sins of choice,



For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,


You should cast me away from your presence forever. 
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
ABSOLUTION

M
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant:

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C
Amen.

LORD, HAVE MERCY  ~  Kyrie

M
For the peace from above,



and for our salvation,




we pray to you, O Lord.

C
Lord, have mercy.

M
For the peace of the whole world,



for the well-being of the Church of God,




and for the unity of all,





we pray to you, O Christ.

C
Christ, have mercy.

M
For this holy house,



and for all who offer here their worship and praise,




we pray to you, O Lord.

C
Lord, have mercy.

M
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C
Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M
The Lord be with you.

C
And also with you.

M
Let us pray.


Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C
Amen.
BE SEATED

Word

FIRST LESSON
1 Kings 19:9-18


God reveals himself in a gentle whisper
9 The word of the LORD came to him: “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 

10 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.” 

11 The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.” 

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave. 

Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 

14 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.” 

15 The LORD said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. 16 Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet. 
17 Jehu will put to death any who escape the sword of Hazael, and Elisha will put to death any who escape the sword of Jehu. 18 Yet I reserve seven thousand in Israel—all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and all whose mouths have not kissed him.” 

PSALM OF THE DAY
Psalm 73
The minister and congregation sing the psalm responsively by half-verse.
All sing the refrains and doxology (“Glory be…”).
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I am always with you, O LORD;*

you hold me by my right hand.

You guide me with your counsel,*

and afterward you will take me into glory.

Whom have I in heaven but you?*

And earth has nothing I desire besides you.

My flesh and my heart may fail,*

but God is the strength of my heart

and my portion forever.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*

and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

SECOND LESSON
Romans 9:1-5

The next in a series of readings from Romans
1 I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit— 2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, 4 the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised! Amen.
VERSE OF THE DAY
[image: image3.png]ia!

Al-le -lu -

ia!

|
= [ ]

Al-le - lu

o

|

n
v

LN

VERSE OF THE DAY

L\

n

Al -le -
[N

and the

Christ.
ia!

mes - sage,

of

lu

Al - le

comes from hear - ing the
is heard through the Word

ia!

Faith
mes - sage
lu

n

ANV,

LN

I




STAND

GOSPEL
Matthew 14:22–33


Jesus walks on the water
After the Gospel is announced, the congregation sings:
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            Glo - ry  be  to  you,     O      Lord!
22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. 

25 During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. 

27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 

28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 

29 “Come,” he said. 

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 

31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?” 

32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

After the Gospel is read, the congregation sings:
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              Praise  be  to  you,     O     Christ!

BE SEATED
HYMN OF THE DAY
If God Himself Be for Me


Christian Worship #419
SERMON
Matthew 14:22-33
Keep Your Eyes on Jesus
1. What should we do when our life suddenly changes?

2. What should we do when our faith falters and we begin to fall?

3. Life with Jesus in the ship of the Church.
Word for the Week 
“Jesus said to [the disciples]:  ‘Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.’ ”
— Matthew 14:27
The “Word for the Week” is intended to be helpful for your devotional life. It is a key verse from the sermon text that you can cut out and display in a prominent place in your home or workplace. We hope it will help keep the sermon in your mind throughout the week.
STAND

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is,

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,

of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,

and became fully human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

BE SEATED
OFFERING
The offerings of the members of St. Mark’s are gathered at this time.  Guests need not feel obligated to give an offering.  We ask that everyone complete the worship card you received from the usher before the service and pass it to the center aisle.
MUSICAL OFFERING
If God Himself Be For Me
Paul Manz
STAND
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

The presiding minister speaks the Prayer of the Church.
Sacrament
PREFACE
M
The Lord be with you.

C
And also with you.
M
Lift up your hearts.

C
We lift them up to the Lord.
M
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C
It is good and right so to do.
M
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. 
Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song.
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

M
Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth.  We praise and thank you for sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power.



By his incarnation, he became one with us.   



By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.     



By his innocent death, he overcame hell.  



By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.


Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant and joyful hearts.  Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting.

C
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER


Our Father, who art in heaven,



hallowed be thy name,



thy kingdom come,



thy will be done




on earth as it is in heaven.


Give us this day our daily bread.


and forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive those




who trespass against us; 


and lead us not into temptation,


but deliver us from evil.


For thine is the kingdom



and the power and the glory


forever and ever.  Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”


Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

PEACE OF THE LORD

M
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C
Amen.
LAMB OF GOD ~ Agnus Dei
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BE SEATED
DISTRIBUTION

HYMN
What Is This Bread?


Christian Worship: Supplement #742
[image: image9.png]HOLY COMMUNION

742

What Is This Bread?

. — N — |
e ===
) o/ o
I What s this  bread? Christ’s bod - y
2 What is this  wine? The  blood of
3 So who am I, That I should
4 Yet is  God here? Oh, yes! By
5 Is this for  me? I am  for -
i . ! N ! |
6 - L ov S I
Py — Ea— l S ——
ris - en from the dead: This bread we break.
Je - sus shed for mine; The cup of grace
live and he should die Un - der the rod?
Word and prom - ise clear. In mouth and soul
giv - en and set free! I do be - lieve
| O | \ — | | N — [rm— ——
6 b %t P ‘ I I | & [\ [ I I
L\ [ J ‘,’I I : =I : I |
)
This life we take Was crushed to pay for our re-
Brings his em-brace Of life and love un-til 1
My  God, my God, Why have you not for-sak-en
He makes us whole— Christ, tru - ly pre-sent in this
That I re - ceive His ver -y bod-y and his
I Q | P ﬁ I I | | H |
A ——— —— A ———— ]
I \;)V I I I ‘I_\/ .I ® | d 1 |
lease. Oh, taste and see— the Lord is peace.
sing! Oh, taste and see— the Lord 1s  King.
me? Oh, taste and see— the Lord 1is free.
meal. Oh, taste and see— the Lord 1is real.
blood. Oh, taste and see— the Lord is  good.

This hymn nicely summarizes Martin Luther’s fine discussion on the institution and blessings of Holy
Communion as outlined in his Small Catechism.

Text:

Frederic W. Baue, b. 1946 © 1991, 1998 Fred and Jean Baue. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Tune: PREPARATION (48 44 88) Jean Neuhauser Baue, b. 1951 © 1991, 1998 Fred and Jean Baue. All rights reserved.

Used by permission.




HYMN
I Walk in Danger All the Way


Christian Worship #431

Sending
STAND
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PRAYER

M
We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C
Amen.
BLESSING

M
The Lord bless you and keep you.


The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.


The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.

C
Amen.

BE SEATED
CLOSING HYMN
Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me


Christian Worship # 439
ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE
Praise the Lord Who Reigns Above
Stan Pethel
WORSHIP NEXT SUNDAY

Next Sunday is the tenth anniversary of “9/11” as it came to be known in the week following that terrible attack. In the special lessons chosen for this day we will hear Jesus’ response to tragedies that occurred in his time, Nehemiah’s prayer for his people in the difficult days after the Babylonian Captivity, and Paul’s eloquent words of comfort from the Lord to the Christians in Corinth. What should the response of God’s people be ten years after tragedy of 9?11? Pick up a copy of those lessons from the shelf in the Church Lobby to prepare yourself for worship next Sunday.

Ushers


8:00
Colin Gray, Bill Halfhill, AJ LeMay, Mark LeMay, Wesley LeMay, Keith Smith (Head Usher)

10:45
Bruce Bartlow, LeRoy Diede, Gordon Flowers (Head Usher), Daniel Mathews, David Mathews, Igor Sedykh

Nursery

Today

8:00

Julie Dushane
9:15

Pamela Baker
10:45

Diane Bishop
September 11
8:00

Patti Cummings
9:15

Linda Buxa
10:45

Stacie Thum
Flowers at the altar have been placed to the glory of our Lord and Savior by Herb and Barbara Baker on the joyous occasion of their 12th wedding anniversary. Happy Anniversary Herb and Barbara!
Coffee is served between services.

Sunday Morning Bible Study–9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.
SUMMER QUARTER: Today is the last day of our summer quarter of Bible studies.  Please join us for one of the following classes between today’s services:
“From Promise to Glory”—an Overview of the New Testament with Pastor Waterstradt in the Parish Center. This survey of the 27 books of the New Testament concludes this morning with an overview of Revelation, the final book of the Bible.
Great Gospel Events, the Lives of Elijah and Elisha with Mr. Baker in the Library.  This study shows how God cared for the Israelites and spread his Word during the time of the kings. Course author Rev. Mark Zarling, the president of Martin Luther College (New Ulm, MN), applies these great gospel events to the lives of Christians today.

Women of God with Linda Buxa in the Luther Room.  Today’s lesson will be a review of the previous sessions in our summer women’s Bible study group.  We’ll begin with a reading of Proverbs 31and then look over a few application questions.  Then we will share take the opportunity to share any insights we have glean over the quarter.  Finally, there will be an opportunity to ask any lingering questions about our lives as women of God.
Thinking for Yourself teen Bible study with Pastor Schmidt in the teen room.  Are you growing in your independence?  Are you today more independent from your parents, your childhood role models, your pastors than you were a year ago???  Are you growing more and more dependent on your peers and the world around you?  Are you thinking for yourself or are you allowing others to think for you?  Let’s talk about what God says about thinking for yourself—with a mind that has been instructed and is continually guided by his Word.  
Sunday School:  Today’s Sunday School lesson is about Jacob and his family from Genesis 29:1–30:24. The children will learn that through Jacob’s family God brought forth the Savior, Jesus Christ, who endured lies, deception, and the schemes of sinful humankind to work our salvation on the cross. Families can discuss how we sin when we lie or deceive others and how such actions show that we don’t trust God to provide and care for us. Ask your children if they have ever suffered because of someone’s lies. Talk about how Jesus suffered and died for us on the cross. Talk about the first commandment and how it relates to this Bible story.
FALL QUARTER: Next Sunday, September 11, begins our new fall quarter of Bible studies at St. Mark’s. Join us for one of the following classes that begin next Sunday:
Jonah: A Prophet in spite of Himself taught by Pastor Strey during the first half of the fall quarter in the Parish Center.  God said, “Go!” Jonah said, “No!” But in the end, God won! Jonah resisted the Lord’s call to preach to a wicked city and bring its people to repentance, but God had other plans. God overcame Jonah’s resistance and used the reluctant preacher’s message to bring unlikely candidates to repentance and faith. Increase your knowledge of the Old Testament and find encouragement for confessing your faith to others in this study of the four-chapter book of Jonah.
Prayer: Does It Make Any Difference taught by Pastor Waterstradt during the first half of the fall quarter in the church sanctuary. Are you happy with your prayer life? Does prayer really matter? How should I pray? What should I pray for? All these questions reflect a longing for a close relationship with the Lord, who created me, redeems me, and makes me a part of his family. But there is confusion—we live in a world of skepticism and doubt about God that has its effect on us. Prosperity dilutes our prayers. What does it mean to pray, “Give us this day our daily bread,” when the pantry is stocked with a month’s supply of good? Advances in science and technology don’t help either. Christians used to pray for rain in a drought. Now we study the changing path of the jet stream, high pressure domes and low pressure troughs. Time pressures crowd out the more leisurely pace of life that prayer seems to require. We’ll study what the Lord says about prayer in the Scripture, looking at the way he speaks to us, so that we can learn better how to speak to him. Prayer is the conversation that believers have with the Lord. It does make a difference.
Christians Living in a Pagan World: The Letter of St. James taught by Pastor Marks in the Luther Room. It’s not easy living in a world where Christian principles and living are challenged and ridiculed. It’s heart-breaking to see the ways of our sinful world accepted by Christians who should know better. How does the Christian survive in such an environment? Join our study of James, entitled, “Christians Living in a Pagan World.”
Job teen Bible study with Pastor Schmidt in the teen room.  If we are like Job (maybe we are maybe we aren’t, we’ll find out) we tend to forget that Satan is behind our suffering, not God. Part of that might be due to the religious climate around us. It’s the very same take on God held by Job’s friends: If God loves you, He will prosper you and life will be great. But if life isn’t so great, it’s a sign that you have sinned and God is punishing you. Sound familiar? The Book of Job shows Job’s struggle: What he thought he knew and what he was being told by his friends about a loving God wasn’t lining up with his experience. How could a loving God let this happen to him? Sound familiar? 
Job found no easy solutions or quick answers. We won’t either—and that’s OK. What we will find in our study of Job is a surprisingly loving Redeemer God who lives to rescue and comfort his people—just as Job found.  
Bible Information Class

    A Place for Questions. . .And Bible Answers

A new Bible Information Class (BIC) is beginning on Sunday evening, September 18th. Are you interested in attending? Is there someone you know who would like to attend?

BIC is for you if you (or someone you know) are asking questions like these:  “I’ve enjoyed attending services at St. Mark’s. How can I find out more about becoming a member?” or “My child is attending St. Mark’s School this year. How can I learn about the spiritual side of his/her education and discover if St. Mark’s is the church for our family?” or “I’ve gotten away from the Lord and the church since my childhood. How can I renew my relationship with him?” or “I’ve been a Lutheran for years. How can I review the basic teachings of the Bible and of my Christian faith?”

If you are asking these or similar questions, Bible Information Class will provide some answers from God’s Word, the Bible. The Fall BIC begins on Sunday evening, September 18th, at 6:00 in the Luther Room. Twenty sessions provide a comprehensive study of basic Bible teachings. Each class meets for two hours. If you would like to attend, call the Church Office (961-7891) and let the Secretary know you plan on coming.

“Through the Bible” Class
[image: image11.png]


Every Christian would like to accomplish the goal of reading the entire Bible. This Fall we are beginning (actually resuming) a class that will assist you in reaching that goal. Beginning on Wednesday evening, September 14th, you are invited to join in a journey “through the Bible.” We’re going to begin with Matthew, the first book of the New Testament, and encourage one another along the way. The class will meet from 7:00 to 8:30, giving us plenty of time, for study and for questions as we go along. The class will meet in the Luther Room. Join Pastor Waterstradt on an exploration of the most important book in history—the Bible, the Word of God. All you need is a Bible (and we’ve got those) and an open mind and heart.

Christian Assistance Fund

Over the years St. Mark’s members have shared the blessings the Lord has entrusted to them with member families in need. The Christian Assistance Fund has been depleted, so once again we ask our members to share with their fellow members who need a temporary assist in difficult times. You can make an offering using one of the undesignated envelopes that are at the back of your packet of envelopes or take any plain envelope, write your envelope number and the amount of your offering on the front, enclose your check made out to St. Mark’s and place it in the offering plate. “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers” (Galatians 6:10).

Child Abuse Liability Form

In recent years everyone is aware of the potential for child abuse by those who work with children. Careful supervision of our child ministries is the best protection against any improper behavior. St. Mark’s also needs to be protected against any liability, and we accomplish that by having everyone working with children here at church make out a brief form provided by Church Mutual, our liability insurer. This form can be found on the school table in the Church Lobby. All our members who volunteer in the school, teach Sunday School, assist in the Nursery or work with young people in any way should fill out and sign the Risk Management Form (pink). 

Luther Prep Recruitment Visit

Pastor Nate Scharf, the recruitment director at Luther Preparatory School in Watertown, WI will be visiting our school on Monday, September 12 at 1:30pm. He will be sharing information about the first tier of the WELS worker training system – preparatory high schools that encourage and prepare young men and women for the preaching and teaching ministry. Everyone is invited to come and learn more.

SMLS Entertainment Book Sale
Our school’s annual Entertainment Book sale is underway and will run until September 14. For a reasonable cost, Entertainment Books offer hundreds of discount coupons worth thousands of dollars in savings at local retailers. Profits from the sale will be used to equip the first and second grade classroom with a new interactive BrightLink projector. You can purchase an Entertainment Book from the office during the week or between services this morning in the Parish Center lobby. Thank you for considering supporting our school in this way!
“If You Don’t Ask, You Won’t Receive.”

What is often true of the Lord is also true of his people. In the past we’ve followed that principle by letting our people know some of the needs of the congregation’s ministries that could not be included in our annual budget. Many generous gifts have been received in this way that greatly blessed St. Mark’s. So, once again we have prepared a “Special Gift List” to give our members the opportunity to do something special for the Lord’s work. Copies of the list can be found on the shelf under the clock in the Church Lobby. The various needs are described and a cost estimate given. You can pick something particularly close to your heart, and/or your gift can be in memory of a loved one now with the Lord. An offering envelope is attached to the list, and directions for proceeding are included as well. If you have any questions about the various gifts, speak to one of the Pastors or Principal Bauer.

Prime Timers Please take note of the upcoming event for September:

Friday, Sept 23
7:30 PM. Attend the performance of “Best of Broadway” at the Fair Oaks Theatre. Sign-up sheet with details is posted. 

Please read the details about this event and sign-up on the Prime Timers bulletin board.

For any additional information contact Alex or Jo Ann Lepis at (530) 626-7228.

Fall Garage Sale  WELS Kingdom Workers will be having their fall garage sale on Fri Sept 30, Sat & Sun, Oct 1 & 2 at the home of Betty Martin (7846 Glen Echo St, CH. 725-8574 or 206-8574). Donations of CLEAN  & RESALEABLE items may be dropped off starting Sept 16th. PLEASE NO DONATIONS OF CLOTHING. Proceeds from the sale of your gifts will be used to support our missions. What things of value could you donate that are no longer of use to you and are sitting in your home or garage taking up valuable space? If you have no items to donate, maybe you would be willing to donate a few hours of your time preparing for the sale or during the sale itself? We especially need help on Fri Sept 30th from 7am to 8am. We also accept cash donations.

In Our Prayers

In order to make the intercessions for individuals in Prayer of the Church more personal, not everyone named in the “In Our Prayers” section of the bulletin will be specifically included in each Sunday’s prayer. Please keep all the people named in your personal prayers.

(as of Thursday)  Karen Gent, recuperating at home following surgery to repair a broken femur, resulting from metastatic cancer in her bones. The blessing of work and vocation on this Labor Day weekend.
Debbie Heideman and Stacy Moller, who are dealing with advanced auto-immune disease. Steven and Deborah Heyn, who are dealing with the devastation of Huntington’s Chorea. Carol Metzler and Mary Radmanich, who are undergoing treatment for lymphoma. Vi Schultz, Erna Buchmiller, Martha Halik, Ervin Mesloh, Agnes Richert and David Tritch, who are in nursing or care homes. Our national, state and local leaders and members of the armed services, especially those in harm’s way in the Middle East.
This Week

Monday
7:00
Monday Worship in the Chapel
Tuesday
7:00
Buildings & Grounds
Wednesday
8:10
Jumpstart


8:25
Chapel


7:00
BIC
Thursday
7:00
Choir


7:20
Men’s Softball @ Fair Oaks Park
Friday
6:15 am  Men’s Bible Study
Saturday
8:00
Saturday Work Crew

Next Sunday

Communion



New Bible Classes begin

12:00
Board of Outreach


6:00
SMLS Partners in Christian Ed. Class


6:30
Public school Confirmation class

Happy Birthday and Anniversary!
Take the opportunity to give someone your best wishes on his or her special day.
Week of September 4 – 10
Birthdays

6
Peggy Cummins

Dennis Kaiser

Betty Oskin 

Melogen Miller
7
Sherry Lang


Joan Perlberg

Samuel Spinner  (13) 

Ursula Rostad
8
Ian Gray


Michelle Sindorf

Steven Heyn

Brenda Well

Betty Martin

Meghan Wilmoth
9
Brittany Bramblett  (15)
10
Andrea Loughlean

Homer Carson

Joshua Schwieger  (17)
Anniversary
7
Alex and Jo Ann Lepis  (48)
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church and School

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod  (WELS)

7869 Kingswood Drive

Citrus Heights CA 95610
Phone: 961-7891 / FAX: 961-5034

website:  stmarkslutheran.com
Sunday Worship 8:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

Sunday School  9:15–10:30 and Bible Classes 9:30-10:30
Monday Worship 7:00 p.m.
Pastor

Pastor

Ronald Waterstradt

Jason Schmidt

961-7891 ext. 103
961-7891 ext. 105
Pastor
Principal

Johnold Strey
Matthew Bauer

961-7891 ext. 104
961-7891 ext. 109
Elementary School Faculty: Pat Walker, Rosemarie Boushek, Judy Thrams, Sarah Bauer, Julie Dushane, Shannon Schmidt, LaRita Walker
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