Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
August 14, 2011
Welcome to St. Mark’s Lutheran Church!

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Mark’s. We especially welcome our guests who have joined us today. We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news about God’s grace, love, and forgiveness to us through his Son, Jesus Christ.

Our congregation also operates a Lutheran elementary school serving students in pre-Kindergarten through eighth grade.  If you would like to find out more about our church or school, please contact the principal or one of the pastors. They would be delighted to assist you.

Information
· A staffed nursery is located in the very back of the church lobby. Volunteers are available during both services and the Bible study hour to care for any children up through three years of age.

· Reserved seating for families with young children is available in the back three pews on either side of the sanctuary. Please allow these pews to be available for families even if you have arrived late.
· Personal listening systems are available for anyone who may have difficulty hearing the service. Please ask an usher if you would like to use one.
· Large print worship booklets are available on the shelf at the back of the entrance into the church sanctuary.
· Children’s activity sheets are available for young children on the shelf at the back of the entrance into the church sanctuary.
· Cell phones should be turned off or put on vibrate mode so as not to disrupt others during the service. Thank you for your cooperation.
· Registration cards are given to all families and individuals along with a worship booklet as they enter the church. One side of the registration card is for members; the other side is for visitors. The cards are collected after the sermon during the offering, when they are handed in toward the center aisle. If it is possible, please fill out your card prior to the start of the service. Visitors may also use this form to tell us about themselves or to make a request.
Season of the Church Year
Pentecost Day, recorded in Acts 2:1-21, occurred fifty days after Easter and marked the birth of the Christian Church. The Sundays after Pentecost, as this season of the church year is called, emphasize the life of the Church and the life of the Christian in light of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Green, the color that symbolizes growth, adorns the front of the church and reminds us that our general focus in worship during the Sundays after Pentecost is on the Church’s growth and the Christian’s growth.
Focus of Today’s Service

Faith is a gift of God alone.  By the preaching of the Word, God plants the seed of faith in our hearts and causes it to grow and flourish.
Serving at Worship Today

Presiding Minister
Pastor Ronald Waterstradt
Preacher
Pastor Johnold Strey
Organist
Tim Williamson
THE ORDER OF WORSHIP

Gathering
PRELUDE


WELCOME
OPENING HYMN
Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty

Christian Worship #255
	10:45 a.m. service – The baptism of Annie Mae Edson, daughter of Aaron and Tatiana Edson, will take place after the opening hymn.  Please follow the rite for Holy Baptism on pages 12-14 in the front of Christian Worship. After the baptism, the service continues on page 5 with “Glory Be to God.”


STAND

INVOCATION

Minister
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation
Amen.
CONFESSION OF SINS
M
Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

C
Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 


For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
For sins of habit and sins of choice,



For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,


You should cast me away from your presence forever. 
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

ABSOLUTION

M
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins.  Hear the word of Christ through his called servant:

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C
Amen.

LORD, HAVE MERCY  ~  Kyrie
M
For the well-being of all people everywhere,



that they may receive from you all they need




to sustain body and life,





hear our prayer, O Lord.

C
Lord, have mercy.

M
For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world,



that all who are lost in sin may be brought to faith in you,




hear our prayer, O Christ.

C
Christ, have mercy.

M
For patience and perseverance in this life,



that we may not lose the hope of heaven




as we await your return,





hear our prayer, O Lord.

C
Lord, have mercy.

M
Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you.

C
Amen.

GLORY BE TO GOD  ~  Gloria in Excelsis
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M
The Lord be with you.

C
And also with you.

M
Let us pray.


Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word.  By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy and to bring forth fruits in faith and hope and love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C
Amen.
BE SEATED

Word

FIRST LESSON
Isaiah 55:10-11


God’s Word will not return to him empty

10 As the rain and the snow 


come down from heaven, 

and do not return to it 


without watering the earth 

and making it bud and flourish, 


so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 

11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 


It will not return to me empty, 

but will accomplish what I desire 


and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.
PSALM OF THE DAY
Psalm 65


Christian Worship, page 89
The congregation sings the refrains and the verses in bold text.
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Praise awaits you, O God,*

you call forth songs of joy.

You care for the land and water it;*

you soften it with showers and bless its crops.

The streams of God are filled with water*

to provide the people with grain.

Refrain

You crown the year with your bounty,*

and your carts overflow with abundance.

The grasslands of the desert overflow;*

the hills are clothed with gladness.

The meadows are covered with flocks

and the valleys are mantled with grain;*

they shout for joy and sing.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*

and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

SECOND LESSON
Romans 8:18-25


The next in a series of readings from Romans
18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19 The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. 

22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 
24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 
VERSE OF THE DAY
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STAND

GOSPEL
Matthew 13:1-9. 18-23


The parable of the sower
After the Gospel is announced, the congregation sings:
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            Glo - ry  be  to  you,     O      Lord!
1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake.
2 Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 He who has ears, let him hear.”
18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20 The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away. 22 The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. 23 But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”
After the Gospel is read, the congregation sings:
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              Praise  be  to  you,     O     Christ!

BE SEATED

HYMN OF THE DAY
Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast


Christian Worship #324
SERMON
Based on Isaiah 55:10-11
Sermon Theme:
Church Growth—God’s Way
Word for the Week 
[My Word] will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.
—Isaiah 55:11 
The “Word for the Week” is intended to be helpful for your devotional life. It is a key verse from the sermon text that you can cut out and display in a prominent place in your home or workplace. We hope it will help keep the sermon in your mind throughout the week.
STAND

APOSTLES’ CREED ~ Credo
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,



maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,



who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,



born of the virgin Mary,



suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died, and was buried.


He descended into hell.


The third day he rose again from the dead.


He ascended into heaven



and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.


From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit



the holy Christian Church,




the communion of saints,



the forgiveness of sins,



the resurrection of the body,



and the life everlasting.  Amen.

BE SEATED

OFFERING
The offerings of the members of St. Mark’s are gathered at this time.  Guests need not feel obligated to give an offering.  We ask that everyone complete the worship card you received from the usher before the service and pass it to the center aisle.
MUSICAL OFFERING

HYMN
Preach You the Word

Christian Worship #544
STAND
Prayer
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M
Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us day after day.

C
We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us.

M
You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature.

C
We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love. 

M
Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them. 

C
Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, and comfort all who are old and infirm.

M
Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being.

C
Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M
We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory.

C
We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in your sight. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER


Our Father, who art in heaven,



hallowed be thy name,



thy kingdom come,



thy will be done




on earth as it is in heaven.


Give us this day our daily bread.


and forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive those




who trespass against us; 


and lead us not into temptation,


but deliver us from evil.


For thine is the kingdom



and the power and the glory


forever and ever.  Amen.
Sending

BLESSING

M
The Lord bless you and keep you.


The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.


The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.

C
Amen.

BE SEATED
CLOSING HYMN
Almighty Father, Bless the Word 


Christian Worship #323
ANNOUNCEMENTS
VIDEO
WELS Connection
Cindi Holman, former kindergarten teacher at St. Mark’s, now serves our national church body, the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), as our first Early Childhood Ministries Coordinator. She is featured in this month’s WELS Connection.
POSTLUDE


WORSHIP NEXT SUNDAY
As we mark the beginning of another school year during next week’s service, the Scripture lessons for next Sunday direct our attention to Christ as our source of spiritual wisdom and treasure.  Copies of next Sunday’s readings are available in the church entryway.
Ushers

8:00
Steven Boushek, Erik Chacon, Ryan Chacon, Ed Daniels, Terry Drennon (Head Usher), Dan Heideman, Ray Stark

10:45
Rich Baker (Head Usher), Igor Sedykh, Ed Russell, Jim Well

Nursery

Today

8:00

Linda Halfhill / Carolyn Webb
9:15

Pam Lervold / Joan Perlberg
10:45

Emily Bartlow / Julie Bartlow
August 21
8:00

Anika Peterson / Trish Peterson
9:15

Kelly Tipton
10:45

Annette Sweetman
Flowers at the altar have been placed by Joe and Cheryl Dobbins on the occasion of their 11th wedding anniversary. Happy Anniversary Joe and Cheryl!
Coffee is served between services.

Sunday Morning Bible Study–9:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.
The Holy Trinity; One God, Three Persons team taught by Dr. Brett Peterson and Mr. Andy Kopitske in the Sanctuary. In order to participate in this Bible study people will have to fail math, check their human reason at the door, sit back and listen to their God tell them about himself. God reveals himself to us in Scripture as one God--Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (1+1+1=1???). This Bible study will help God’s people grow in faith in the triune God for both God's glory and their personal, spiritual benefit. 

Great Gospel Events, the Lives of Elijah and Elisha with Mr. Baker in the Library.  This study shows how God cared for the Israelites and spread his Word during the time of the kings. Author Rev. Mark Zarling, the President of Martin Luther College, applies these great gospel events to the lives of Christians today.

“From Promise to Glory”—an Overview of the New Testament  with Pastor Waterstradt in the Parish Center. Studying an individual book of the Bible is a challenging thing. Considering an entire testament seems overwhelming. And yet it is important to see how the individual books of the Old or New Testament fit into the revelation of the Kingdom of God. “From Promise to Glory” is an overview of the books of the New Testament that will start with the story in the Gospels of how God fulfilled the promises of a Messiah made to God’s people, continue with Luke’s story in Acts of the spread of the Gospel, consider the letters written by the Apostles as they carried out the Savior’s command to preach the Gospel in all the world, and conclude with the visions Jesus gave to John in Revelation about the troubled history of the earth’s last days and the glorious triumph of his people and his kingdom at the end.

This summer quarter course will help you understand how the parts of the New Testament fit together and help you get more out of your study of the Scripture.

Women of God—A women’s Bible study class for the women of St. Marks with Linda Buxa in the Luther Room. This week we are studying Praying Women—Hannah & Elizabeth. LaRita Walker is leading this lesson. Can't make the class? Download the materials online at stmarkslutheran.dreamhosters.com/womenofgod/
Walk in My World teen Bible study with Pastor Schmidt in the teen room. Walk in My World chronicles how real teens and their families wrestled with the following real life issues:


Witnessing Your Faith Among Your Peers

Recovering from Addiction

God Works Good Through Tragedy

Living for Jesus and Touching Others
Walk In My World has four video episodes taking you deep into the lives of teens facing real life challenges and dealing with real life situations. These real life stories will draw you into a deeper discourse with each other and into a deeper understanding and appreciation for what God’s Word says about your walk in this world.

Sunday School

Today, students in Sunday School studied Acts 9:20–31, “Journey in a Basket.” A family faith conversation might discuss ways God cares for us when we are in danger. Parents could ask, “Why was it important for Paul to escape? How does God care for us when we are frightened?”

Christian Assistance Appeal
Our fund for Christian Assistance has been depleted. The Lord has richly blessed most of us, so we urge you to consider a gift to assist our fellow members in a difficult time. Special envelopes marked “Christian Assistance” have been prepared. You can find them on the shelf in the Church Lobby. You can also use one of the special purpose envelopes at the back of your packet. Just mark it “Christian Assistance.”

St. Andrew Lutheran Church 
Members of St. Mark’s are invited to the ordination and installation of Jonathan Loescher, a graduate of the Seminary, who was assigned to St. Andrew in May. The service is this afternoon at 4:00 with a fellowship meal following. We enjoyed having so many members and pastors of our sister congregation attend Pastor Strey’s installation earlier this summer. We have the opportunity to share our joy with St. Andrew as they welcome their new pastor.

Looking for a Home Church?

If you’re new to St. Mark’s or new to the Christian faith, Bible Information Class is for you! If you’re eager to learn more about who God is and how to grow in your relationship to him, if you would like to explore membership in St. Mark’s congregation, please join Pastor Waterstradt for this informative and interesting Bible study. Our members are invited to review their confirmation instruction by attending.

The Fall Bible Information Class begins on Sunday evening, September 18th, at 6:00 pm in the Luther Room. The class will meet Sunday evenings throughout the fall. Childcare is provided free of charge for the first four weeks. 

“If You Don’t Ask, You Won’t Receive.”

What is often true of the Lord is also true of his people. In the past we’ve followed that principle by letting our people know some of the needs of the congregation’s ministries that could not be included in our annual budget. Many generous gifts have been received in this way that greatly blessed St. Mark’s. So, once again we have prepared a “Special Gift List” to give our members the opportunity to do something special for the Lord’s work. Copies of the list can be found on the shelf under the clock in the Church Lobby. The various needs are described and a cost estimate given. You can pick something particularly close to your heart, and/or your gift can be in memory of a loved one now with the Lord. An offering envelope is attached to the list, and directions for proceeding are included as well. If you have any questions about the various gifts, speak to one of the Pastors or Principal Bauer.

Summer Weekends
Summers bring busy weekends with family activities and travel. If you aren’t able to make it to church on Sunday morning, don’t forget the opportunity to worship on Monday evening at 7:00. When you are out of town altogether, you can live stream our services with any internet connection higher than dial-up. Just go to stmarkslutheran.com, click on “Media Library,” then “Worship Service Video.” You will get the most recent service ready to play. If you go on the site as the service is about to begin, you’ll get that Sunday service live-streamed.
Child Abuse Liability Form

In recent years everyone is aware of the potential for child abuse by those who work with children. Careful supervision of our child ministries is the best protection against any improper behavior. St. Mark’s also needs to be protected against any liability, and we accomplish that by having everyone working with children here at church make out a brief form provided by Church Mutual, our liability insurer. This form can be found on the school table in the Church Lobby. All our members who volunteer in the school, teach Sunday School, assist in the Nursery or work with young people in any way should fill out and sign the Risk Management Form (pink). 
Workday Thanks

Thank you to everyone who helped spruce up our campus for the new school year yesterday! We are blessed at St. Mark’s to have so many willing servants of the Lord.

Men’s Softball Playoffs

Our men’s softball team has had a very successful early summer season posting a 7-1 record which puts us in a tie for first place. We wrap up the season with a playoff game or two this coming Thursday, August 18 at Fair Oaks Park. The first game is at 7:20pm. If we win, we play for the championship at 8:20. We hope you can come and support our team!
SMLS School Year Opening
We will ask God to bless our school’s 42nd year with our opening services next Sunday morning. Mrs. Dushane and Mrs. Walker will be installed as teachers in our school during both services. All SMLS families are reminded that the school year officially starts with Back to School Night on Monday, August 22 at 5:30pm. Then the real fun starts with classes beginning Tuesday morning. We are looking forward to another year of partnership with families in Christian education.

Pre-Kindergarten Classroom

Toy donations (new or used) are still needed for the Pre-K Classroom.  Items can be educational or just for fun.  Here are some ideas:

play cash register
play cars, trucks, airplanes, etc.

baby doll & high chair
lg. magnifying glasses

play people & animals
lg. magnets for play

career play/dress up
ant farm, fish, etc.

Thanks! Call Julie Dushane at 784-1983 or 367-3108

jdushane@stmarkslutheran.com
Loft for Kindergarten Classroom

Are you handy with a hammer and nails? Would you be interested in helping with a small building project in the Kindergarten classroom for the coming school year? Now that Kindergarten has a classroom all its own, Mrs. Bauer is looking for ways to best use the space and make it a fun, exciting learning environment for the children. She would like to put a small loft in the room and is looking for a church member to help design and build it. If you are interested in helping with such a project, please speak to Mrs. Bauer as soon as possible. You can reach her by email (sbauer@stmarkslutheran.com) or by phone (735-9553.) Thank you!

Prime Timers.  Please take note of these upcoming events for August and September:

Thur., Aug. 18
Picnic/boat outing at Beal’s Point on Folsom Lake. Meet at Beal’s Point picnic grounds at 11 AM. Sign-up sheet and directions are posted. 

Sun., Aug 28
2PM. Attend the play “Drinking Habits” at the Chautauqua Playhouse in Carmichael. $17each. Sign-up sheet with details is posted. 

Thru., Sept. 1
Our regular business meeting. 12 Noon in the Luther Room. 

Fri., Sept 23
7:30 PM. Attend the performance of “Best of Broadway” at the Fair Oaks Theatre. Sign-up sheet with details is posted. 

Please read the details about these events and sign-up for the events on the sheets posted on the Prime Timers bulletin board.

For any additional information contact Alex or Jo Ann Lepis at (530) 626-7228.

In Our Prayers
In order to make the intercessions for individuals in Prayer of the Church more personal, not everyone named in the “In Our Prayers” section of the bulletin will be specifically included in each Sunday’s prayer. Please keep all the people named in your personal prayers.

(as of Thursday). Gerry Presti, who is recuperating at home from surgery to remove a tumor on her lung. Annie Mae and her parents, Aaron and Tatiana Edson. Annie will be received into Christ’s kingdom through baptism today, and her parents are accepting the responsibility to bring her up “in the training and instruction of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4).
Debbie Heideman and Stacy Moller, who are dealing with advanced auto-immune disease. Steven and Deborah Heyn, who are afflicted with Huntington’s Chorea. Carol Metzler and Mary Radmanich, who are undergoing treatment for lymphoma. Vi Schultz, Erna Buchmiller, Martha Halik, Ervin Mesloh, Agnes Richert and David Tritch, who are in nursing or care homes. Our national, state and local leaders and members of the armed services, especially those in harm’s way in the Middle East.
Happy Birthday and Anniversary!
Take the opportunity to give someone your best wishes on his or her special day.
Week of August 14 – 20
Birthdays

14
Kyler Mullen  (1)

Sarah Mymka  (16)
15
Rebecca Weber 
18
Lisa Dushane
16
Ron Lindsey

Sheri Main

Samantha Miller  (9)

Igor Sedykh

Timothy Wiedensohler  (8)
19
Madonna Perkins
17
Joshua Faljean  (11)

Bob Snyder

Michael Goette  (6)
20
Nancy Wynn-Grundy

Almendarez
Anniversary
20
Ken and Kathy Taylor  (45)
This Week

Today
4:00
Installation of Pastor Jonathan Loescher


    St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Sacramento

Monday
6:00
Women’s Fellowship

7:00
Monday Worship
Tuesday
7:00
Board of Elders (changed to Tuesday, 8/23)
Wednesday
7:00
BIC
Thursday
11:00
Prime Timers Picnic at Beal’s Point


7:00
Board of Adult Discipleship

7:20
Men’s Softball  (Play offs)
Friday
6:15 a.m.  Men’s Bible Study
Saturday
8:00
Saturday Work Crew


8:00
Fall Work Day
Next Sunday

Communion


8:00 & 10:45  St. Mark’s School Opening Service
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church and School

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod  (WELS)

7869 Kingswood Drive

Citrus Heights CA 95610
Phone: 961-7891 / FAX: 961-5034

website:  stmarkslutheran.com
Sunday Worship 8:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

Sunday School  9:15–10:30 and Bible Classes 9:30-10:30
Monday Worship 7:00 p.m.
Pastor

Pastor

Ronald Waterstradt

Jason Schmidt

961-7891 ext. 103
961-7891 ext. 105
Pastor
Principal

Johnold Strey
Matthew Bauer

961-7891 ext. 104
961-7891 ext. 109
Elementary School Faculty: Pat Walker, Rosemarie Boushek, Judy Thrams, Sarah Bauer, Julie Dushane, Shannon Schmidt, LaRita Walker
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