Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 2, 2011
Welcome to St. Mark’s Lutheran Church!

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we welcome you to St. Mark’s.  We especially welcome our guests who have joined us today. We pray that your soul will be strengthened by the good news about God’s grace, love, and forgiveness to us through his Son, Jesus Christ.

Our congregation also operates a Lutheran elementary school serving students in pre-Kindergarten through eighth grade. If you would like to find out more about our church or school, please contact one of our pastors, the principal, or another representative of our church or school. They would be delighted to assist you.

Information
· A staffed nursery is located in the very back of the church lobby. Volunteers are available during both services and the Bible study hour to care for any children up through three years of age.

· Reserved seating for families with young children is available in the back three pews on either side of the sanctuary. Please allow these pews to be available for families even if you have arrived late.
· Personal listening systems are available for anyone who may have difficulty hearing the service. Please ask an usher if you would like to use one.
· Large print worship booklets are available on the shelf at the back of the entrance into the church sanctuary.
· Children’s activity sheets are available for young children on the shelf at the back of the entrance into the church sanctuary.
· Cell phones should be turned off or put on vibrate mode so as not to disrupt others during the service. Thank you for your cooperation.
· Registration cards are given to all families and individuals along with this worship booklet as they enter the church. One side of the registration card is for members; the other side is for visitors. The cards are collected after the sermon during the offering, when they are handed in toward the center aisle. If time permits, please fill out your card prior to the start of the service. Visitors may also use this form to tell us about themselves or to make a request.
Season of the Church Year
Pentecost Day, recorded in Acts 2:1-21, occurred fifty days after Easter and marked the birth of the Christian Church. The Sundays after Pentecost, as this season of the church year is called, emphasize the life of the Church and the life of the Christian in light of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Green, the color that symbolizes growth, adorns the front of the church and reminds us that our general focus in worship during the Sundays after Pentecost is on the Church’s growth and the Christian’s growth.

Focus of Today’s Service

When Jesus says, “I tell you the truth…” as he does in today’s Gospel, the Church listens attentively. The Savior has entrusted the keys of his kingdom into our hands. It is every Christian’s responsibility to bind and to loose sinners—to forgive the repentant and withhold Christ’s forgiveness from those who are unrepentant of their sins. We are to reach out with God’s law and gospel for the sake of a fallen brother.
Participation in the Lord’s Supper

The Lord’s Supper, or Holy Communion, will be celebrated in today’s service. The Bible teaches us that in the Lord’s Supper Jesus gives us his body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins. It also teaches that receiving the Lord’s Supper together is a public statement of our complete unity of faith. For this reason, we invite to Holy Communion members of St. Mark’s or members of one of our sister congregations in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS).

If you are a guest from another Lutheran denomination or another Christian church, we don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of stating your agreement with our beliefs before you have had a chance to learn more. For more information about communing with us in the future, please speak to one of our pastors after the service. We look forward to any opportunity to discuss the Christian faith with you and to work toward a common confession of faith!

Serving at Worship Today

Presiding Minister
Pastor Ronald Waterstradt
Preacher & Choir Director
Pastor Johnold Strey
Organist
Shannon Schmidt
THE ORDER OF WORSHIP

Gathering
PRELUDE
Jesus, Your Boundless Love To Me

Jeffrey Blersch

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN
Lord of My Life, Whose Tender Care 

Christian Worship #232
STAND

INVOCATION

Minister
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation
Amen.
CONFESSION OF SINS
M
Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

C
Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 


For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
For sins of habit and sins of choice,



For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,


You should cast me away from your presence forever. 
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

ABSOLUTION

M
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins.


Hear the word of Christ through his called servant:  I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C
Amen.

LORD, HAVE MERCY


Kyrie

M
For all people throughout the world,



to strengthen believers and to enlighten unbelievers,




we pray to you, O Lord.

C
Lord, have mercy.

M
For peace and justice among nations,



for honest leaders and good neighbors,




for the gift of love, for steadfast faith and patience endurance,





we pray to you, O Christ.

C
Christ, have mercy.

M
For those who suffer pain or sorrow,



for the lonely and depressed, for the poor and needy,




for those who love us and those who hate us,





we pray to you, O Lord.

C
Lord, have mercy.

M
Be gracious to us,



defend us by your power,




and bring us to glory everlasting. 

C
Amen.

GLORY BE TO GOD ~ Gloria in Excelsis
The choir sings stanza two.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M
The Lord be with you.

C
And also with you.

M
Let us pray.


Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and because it cannot continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C
Amen.
BE SEATED

Word

FIRST LESSON
Ezekiel 33:7-11


God calls Ezekiel to call sinners to repentance

7 “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; so hear the word I speak and give them warning from me. 8 When I say to the wicked, ‘O wicked man, you will surely die,’ and you do not speak out to dissuade him from his ways, that wicked man will die for his sin, and I will hold you accountable for his blood. 9 But if you do warn the wicked man to turn from his ways and he does not do so, he will die for his sin, but you will have saved yourself. 

10 “Son of man, say to the house of Israel, ‘This is what you are saying: “Our offenses and sins weigh us down, and we are wasting away because of them. How then can we live?”’ 11 Say to them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why will you die, O house of Israel?’ 

[image: image2.png]



PSALM OF THE DAY
Psalm 51
The choir introduces the refrain (twice) and the congregation repeats the refrain (twice).  The choir sings the psalm verses.  The congregation sings the refrains.  Each time the refrain is sung, it is sung twice.
Refrain:
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A pure heart create for me, God.
Steady my weary spirit.

Do not cast me away from your presence,

Nor take your Spirit from me.  Refrain

Save me and bring back my joy.

Support me and strengthen my will.

Then I will teach transgressors your ways

And sinners will return to you.  Refrain

In sacrifice you take no delight.

Burn offerings you would refuse.

My sacrifice, a contrite spirit,
A changed heart you would not refuse.  Refrain
Music copyright © 2003 by GIA Publications, Inc.  Setting by Tony Alonso.  All rights reserved.
SECOND LESSON
Romans 13:1-10

The next in a series of readings from Romans
1 Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2 Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. 4 For he is God’s servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience. 

6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing. 7 Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 

8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “Do not commit adultery,” “Do not murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covet,” and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
10 Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 

VERSE OF THE DAY
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STAND

GOSPEL
Matthew 18:15–20


Calling your brother to repentance
After the Gospel is announced, the congregation sings:
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From God’s right hand, your mer - CYy share.
“All glo - ry be to God!” A - men.
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            Glo - ry  be  to  you,     O      Lord!
15 “If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. 16 But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 

18 “I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 

19 “Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.” 

After the Gospel is read, the congregation sings:
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              Praise  be  to  you,     O     Christ!

BE SEATED
HYMN OF THE DAY
Jesus Sinners Does Receive


Christian Worship #304, stanzas 1-6 
The choir sings stanzas two and four.
SERMON
Ezekiel 33:7-11
Sin is Serious!

1. For the ministers God calls to confront sin
2. Fort the sinners God calls to repent of their sin
Word for the Week 

I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live.
—Ezekiel 33:11 
The “Word for the Week” is intended to be helpful for your devotional life. It is a key verse from the sermon text that you can cut out and display in a prominent place in your home or workplace. We hope it will help keep the sermon in your mind throughout the week.
STAND

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is,

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,

of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,

and became fully human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

BE SEATED
OFFERING
The offerings of the members of St. Mark’s are gathered at this time.  Guests need not feel obligated to give an offering.  We ask that everyone complete the worship card you received from the usher before the service and pass it to the center aisle.
MUSICAL OFFERING
Jesus Sinners Does Receive
Michael Burkhardt

STAND
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

The presiding minister speaks the Prayer of the Church.
Sacrament
PREFACE
M
The Lord be with you.

C
And also with you.
M
Lift up your hearts.

C
We lift them up to the Lord.
M
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C
It is good and right so to do.
M
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. 
Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ~ Sanctus
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

M
Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth.  We praise and thank you for sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power.

By his incarnation, he became one with us.   

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.     

By his innocent death, he overcame hell.  

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.


Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant and joyful hearts.  Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting.

C
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER


Our Father, who art in heaven,



hallowed be thy name,



thy kingdom come,



thy will be done




on earth as it is in heaven.


Give us this day our daily bread.


and forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive those




who trespass against us; 


and lead us not into temptation,


but deliver us from evil.


For thine is the kingdom



and the power and the glory


forever and ever.  Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”


Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

PEACE OF THE LORD

M
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C
Amen.
LAMB OF GOD ~ Agnus Dei
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BE SEATED
DISTRIBUTION

HYMNS
As Surely As I Live, God Said

Christian Worship #308

Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior

Christian Worship #313
Sending
STAND
SONG OF SIMEON ~ Nunc Dimittis
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PRAYER

M
We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C
Amen.
BLESSING

M
The Lord bless you and keep you.


The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.


The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.

C
Amen.

BE SEATED
CLOSING HYMN
Jesus Sinners Does Receive


Christian Worship #304, stanza 7
ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE
Prelude in Classic Style
Gordon Young
WORSHIP NEXT SUNDAY

Next Sunday’s worship continues the scriptural thoughts about forgiveness that we heard today.  In light of God’s rich and unconditional forgiveness to us, we also will gladly and willingly forgive those who seek our forgiveness.  Pick up a copy of next Sunday’s Scripture lessons from the shelf in the church lobby to prepare yourself for worship next Sunday.

Order of service is from Christian Worship: Supplement.  Texts for Glory Be to God, Holy, Holy, Holy, and the Song of Simeon are copyright © 2006 by Stephen Starke.  Music for the Verse of the Day and Lamb of God is copyright © 2005 Dale Witte.  Reproduced under OneLicense.net #A-711071.

The Bible translation included in the service booklet is the New International Version 1984.

THANK YOU’S & REMINDERS

We thank the following members for their assistance today, and also remind those who have kindly volunteered to serve next week:
Ushers


8:00
Patrick Dobbins, John Lervold, Bentley Mymka, Wayne Pluckhan, Hal Tritch (Head Usher), Greg Webb


10:45
Craig Hartog (Head Usher), Dane Hartog, Jim Olson, Ryan Olson, Jim Oswald, JJ Oswald

Nursery


Today


8:00
Michelle LeMay

9:15
Kim Butler

10:45
Annette Sweetman

October 9

8:00
Natasha Daniels

9:15
Joyce Roth

10:45
Melogen Miller
Flowers
Today’s altar flowers have been placed to the glory of our Lord and Savior by Frank and Penny Beaushaw on the joyous occasion of their 23rd wedding anniversary, and in loving memory of Frank’s mother and father, and Penny’s mother.
Coffee is served between services.

ST. MARK’S SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY HOUR

Children’s Sunday School—9:15 a.m.

Sunday Adult & Teen Bible Studies—9:30 a.m.
Jonah:  A Prophet in Spite of Himself

God said, “Go!” Jonah said, “No!” But in the end, God won! Jonah resisted the Lord’s call to preach to a wicked city and bring its people to repentance, but God had other plans. God overcame Jonah’s resistance and used the reluctant preacher’s message to bring unlikely candidates to repentance and faith. Increase your knowledge of the Old Testament and find encouragement for confessing your faith to others in this study of the four-chapter book of Jonah. Pastor Strey leads this study in the Parish Center (gym) during the first half of the fall quarter, from now through October 23.
Prayer: Does It Make Any Difference?

[image: image10.png]Through the Bible
Wednesday Evenings



Are you happy with your prayer life? Does prayer really matter? How should I pray? What should I pray for? All these questions reflect a longing for a close relationship with the Lord, who created me, redeems me, and makes me a part of his family. But there is confusion—we live in a world of skepticism and doubt about God that has its effect on us. Prosperity dilutes our prayers. What does it mean to pray, “Give us this day our daily bread,” when the pantry is stocked with a month’s supply of good? Advances in science and technology don’t help either. Christians used to pray for rain in a drought. Now we study the changing path of the jet stream, high pressure domes and low pressure troughs. Time pressures crowd out the more leisurely pace of life that prayer seems to require. We’ll study what the Lord says about prayer in the Scripture, looking at the way he speaks to us, so that we can learn better how to speak to him. Prayer is the conversation that believers have with the Lord. It does make a difference. Pastor Waterstradt leads this study in the church sanctuary during the first half of the fall quarter, from now through October 23.
James: Christians Living in a Pagan World 

It’s not easy living in a world where Christian principles and living are challenged and ridiculed. It’s heart-breaking to see the ways of our sinful world accepted by Christians who should know better. How does the Christian survive in such an environment? Join our study of James, titled, “Christians Living in a Pagan World.” This class, led by Pastor Marks, meets in the Luther Room.

Teen Bible Study: Someone’s Talking to Job 

Someone told Job that his children died because they sinned.  Someone also told Job he was sick and suffering because he sinned.  That same someone finally told Job life would get better if Job would tap into a secret cure for human woes, stop sinning, undo his wrongs and make God happy by doing more right.  

OK, that’s what someone said.  That’s what someone thinks.  Do certain “someones” today think along similar lines?  Maybe even you and I think this way from time to time.  Come to class this morning and see what JESUS says about sin, what JESUS says about suffering and what JESUS says about getting right with God.  There are no secrets in these areas of life. JESUS talks very clearly about sin, suffering and being right with God in the Bible.  This morning we’ll evaluate what the “someones” are saying, listen to what JESUS has always been saying and discuss what’s on your minds.
Children’s Sunday School

Today in Sunday School, the children will learn how God used Joseph to feed Egypt during a great famine (Genesis 40–41). God sent His Son, Jesus, to save all humanity from sin, death, and the devil. Talk to your children about how our sins cause suffering for both ourselves and others. Talk about times when sin overwhelms us and we cannot escape it. In His love, God takes care of our needs, physical and spiritual. On the cross, Jesus bore God’s anger for our sins and endured the suffering that we deserve. Discuss the reality that in spite of how awful life seems, Jesus is with us through His Word and Sacraments, caring for us always. The first article of the Apostles’ Creed and its explanation is a helpful catechism connection.

ADDITIONAL BIBLE STUDIES AT ST. MARK’S

Through the Bible
[image: image11.png]


Every Christian would like to accomplish the goal of reading the entire Bible. This fall we are resuming a class that will help you reach that goal. Join us on Wednesday evenings for our “Through the Bible” class. We began in Matthew, the first book of the New Testament, and will continue to work our way through the New Testament, studying several chapters each week.  he class meets from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m., giving us plenty of time for study and for questions. 
The class meets in the Luther Room. Join Pastor Waterstradt on an exploration of the most important book in history—the Bible, the Word of God. All you need is a Bible (and we’ve got those!) and an open mind and heart.
Bible Information Class

The fall session of our Bible Information Class is just getting underway. Tonight the third session begins at 6:00 in the Luther Room. It is not at all too late to begin the class. The next class does not begin until January. Those who attend are asking questions like these:  
· I’ve enjoyed attending services at St. Mark’s. How can I find out more about becoming a member?

· I’ve gotten away from the Lord and the church since my childhood. How can I renew my relationship with him?

· My child is attending St. Mark’s School this year. How can I learn about the spiritual side of his/her education and discover if St. Mark’s is the church for our family?

· I’ve been a Lutheran for years. How can I review the basic teachings of the Bible and of my Christian faith?
If you’ve been asking these or similar questions, Bible Information Class will provide answers from God’s Word. The class starts at 6:00 p.m. with Pastor Waterstradt in the Luther Room. Twenty sessions provide a comprehensive study of basic Bible teachings. Each class meets for no more than two hours. Child care is provided. If you would like to attend, speak to Pastor Waterstradt.

Jumpstart
Jumpstart is a brief weekly Bible study that meets in the church lobby every Wednesday at 8:10 a.m., prior to the St. Mark’s School weekly chapel service at 8:25 a.m. The theme of this year’s Jumpstart studies is “Let’s Grow in What We Know.” Pastor Schmidt will lead us through a study of the same Bible account that the Sunday School children will study two Sundays later.  Jumpstart your Wednesday mornings with God’s Word!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Oktoberfest Next Sunday—You’re Invited!
Your help is needed to make our annual Oktoberfest a success. Sign-up today in the church lobby! 

What?
Oompah band, brats, kids’ games and more. 

When?
Next Sunday afternoon — 4:00–7:00 p.m.
Where?
Here on the St. Mark’s campus. 

Fellowship, brats, hot dogs and drinks provided. Come enjoy the season of the harvest. Set-up and break-down volunteers needed. Please contact Pat Walker or Greg Pluckhan to assist.
Reformation Service Pot Luck Sign-Ups Needed 
St. Mark’s is hosting the School of Worship Enrichment on October 28-30, culminating in our Reformation Service on Sunday evening. We need your help to make the many guests who will attend from eight area congregations feel welcome—and well fed! How? Offer to prepare a main course, side, salad or dessert for our Reformation Service Pot Luck and plan on attending to share in food, fellowship and worship. Let us know what you'll be bringing using the Reformation Service Pot Luck Sign-up sheet. You'll find it in the church lobby. 
Volunteers are also needed to set up the Parish Center on Friday evening, October 28, for support during the seminar on Saturday, October 29, and for the dinner and clean-up on Sunday evening, October 30. If you can help, sign up on the charts in the church lobby, or speak to Pat Walker or Greg Pluckhan.
With the Lord

After declining health over recent years and following a brief hospitalization, the Lord called Rhoda Carpenter home to himself last Monday afternoon. The funeral will be this Tuesday morning at 11:00 here at St. Mark’s. “Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth” (Revelation 14:13)

Prime Timers

Please take note of these upcoming events for September, October and November. There will be no Prime Timer meeting in October. Details for all events are posted on the bulletin board by the women’s rest room.

Thur., Oct. 6

No Prime Timers meeting.

Sat., Oct. 22
1:00 p.m.
Annual Oktoberfest at the Lepis house in Placerville.

Thur., Nov. 3
12:00 p.m.
Regular Prime Timer meeting in the Luther Room.

Sun., Nov. 6
2:00 p.m.
The play “Gaslight” at the Chautauqua Playhouse.

Sun., Nov. 20
5:00 p.m.
Dinner out at a restaurant to be determined.

Please read the details about these events and sign-up for the events on the sheets posted on the Prime Timers bulletin board. For any additional information, contact Alex or Jo Ann Lepis at (530) 626-7228.

SMLS Principal’s Physical Fitness Challenge

Our annual Principal’s Physical Fitness Challenge begins tomorrow, October 3 and runs until November 13. While this is a challenge for SMLS students, it is something anyone can try. If you are interested, you can pick up more information about the challenge at the school bulletin board in the lobby.
Youth Group Roller Skating Outing
The first of two roller skating outings we have planned this school year is coming up on Monday, October 10 from 4:45-6:45pm. St. Mark’s children in Pre-K through eighth grade and their friends and families are invited to join us at Sunrise Rollerland for this fun event. For more information, please pick up a signup form at the school bulletin board in the lobby. We hope you can come!
Ladies’ One-Day Retreat

The ladies of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Livermore will be hosting a one day retreat on Saturday, November 5, from 9:00am to 3:30 pm. Cost is $35.00. The theme for this retreat is Lean on Me. Linda Buxa will be the guest speaker. Information may be found on the slanted desk top in the church lobby. If you plan on attending, please RSVP by October 15.

A new Church Directory is available for each family and may be found on the table below the school bulletin board in the Church Lobby. Be sure to take the one with your name on it.
Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society (LWMS) News

LWMS Fall Rally is scheduled for Saturday, October 15, 2011 at St. Andrew Lutheran Church in Sacramento. A sign- up sheet will be on the shelf under the bulletin board. Watch for more rally information as it becomes available. “Bring Them to Jesus” is the theme for the October 15th rally. Our guest speaker will be Pastor Aaron Strong, serving the mission congregation of Shepherd of the Hills in Las Vegas. Information about Pastor Strong and his mission topic is on the bulletin board as well as the rally agenda and information on mission projects to be voted on. Please register on the sign-up sheet on the shelf under the bulletin board if you are going. Husbands are welcome to attend. No child care will be provided.

Meditations devotional booklets are no longer needed for Prison Ministries. A donor has provided funds to purchase new Meditations booklets for this ministry. Thank you to all who saved and contributed their used Meditations in the past.

LWMS Mission Box Offerings will be collected today and next Sunday, October 9th. This is in addition to the monthly collections as posted on the bulletin board. The collection box will be on the shelf under the LWMS bulletin board. Mission projects are voted on at the rallies and annual conventions with suggestions coming from the WELS Mission Board.

Quilts for Japan: A request was received for hand-made twin size quilts for the people of Japan affected by recent disasters. Complete information is on the LWMS bulletin board. You may also go to www.lwms.org and click on Mission Updates. Then read “Japan: A Request.” Follow instructions exactly if you plan to make and send quilts.

First Friday Youth Group Event

First Friday is a new teen fellowship event intended to get the youth group together once a month on the first Friday of the month for food, fellowship and whatever else the host family has in mind.  First Friday this month is October 7th at the Bartlow home at 6:30pm. More information about menu, cost and the evening’s entertainment plans will be emailed to the group. Please let Pastor Schmidt know if you are planning on attending (email—jschmidt@stmarkslutheran.com or call/text—834-0085).
Evangelism Evening Scheduled for October 15th

The Board of Outreach is looking to start a conversation with the members of St. Mark’s about outreach.  To open up the conversation we will survey the congregation to gain an understanding of what’s on your minds with respect to outreach at St. Mark’s.  The Board of Outreach will distribute and collect the surveys after both the early and late service on Sunday, October 9th.
The Board of Outreach and those interested will then discuss the survey and survey results at our first ever Evangelism Evening on October 15th at 5:30pm.  Evangelism Evenings are a brand new Board of Outreach event intended to get St. Mark’s talking, thinking and living outreach.  The evening will begin with a meal (provided by the Board of Outreach) at 5:30pm.  A discussion of the outreach survey and other things outreach related will follow at 6:00pm.  We will end the discussion by 7:07pm.  Families can enjoy the meal together and then childcare will be provided for the discussion potion of the evening.  If you are interested in attending St. Mark’s inaugural Evangelism Evening, and being a part of a re-ignited interest in evangelism at St. Mark’s, please sign up in the church lobby or contact Pastor Schmidt at 961-7891.

It’s time to save the date! St. Mark’s third Advent by Candlelight will be held Sunday, November 27 at 6 p.m. in the parish center. This event is for all the girls and women of the congregation, their female family members, friends, and neighbors. This wonderful evening of the Word, music, and fellowship helps prepare our hearts for Advent and Christmas. Ask the women who went last year, you don’t want to miss it!
In Our Prayers

In order to make the intercessions for individuals in Prayer of the Church more personal, not everyone named in the “In Our Prayers” section of the service booklet will be specifically included in each Sunday’s Prayer of the Church. This list is current as of Thursday. Please keep all of the people named below in your personal prayers.

· The Family of Rhoda Carpenter, whom the Lord called home to heaven last Monday.
· Noel Ledermann and family, whose father and grandfather, Jerry, passed peacefully into his Savior’s arms last Tuesday.
· Karen Gent, who is undergoing treatment for metastatic cancer.
· Aaron Edson, who will undergo stomach surgery this Wednesday.

· Jim Olson’s uncle, Curt Olson, in Minnesota who is suffering from severe congestive heart failure.
· Angela Parker, Andy Schwieger’s granddaughter by marriage, who will soon be receiving a kidney transplant after an extended period of dialysis.

· Mark Cureo who is about to leave on his second deployment to Afghanistan.
· Debbie Heideman and Stacy Moller, who are dealing with advanced auto-immune disease.

· Steven and Deborah Heyn, who are dealing with the devastation of Huntington’s Chorea.

· Carol Metzler and Mary Radmanich, who are undergoing treatment for lymphoma.

· Vi Schultz, Erna Buchmiller, Martha Halik, Ervin Mesloh, Agnes Richert and David Tritch, who are in nursing or care homes.

· Our national, state and local leaders and members of the armed services, especially those in harm’s way in the Middle East.
Happy Birthday and Anniversary!
Take the opportunity to give someone your best wishes on his or her special day!
Birthdays


3
Kristie Ehrhardt

Rick Bishop


Bea Farlee 

Kim Butler


Twyleen Lovesee

Hal Giese


Isaiah Otterstatter  (3)
7
Kylie Corkill  (7)

4
Victoria Kopitske

Marlys O’Riordan


Christopher Tipton

Marilyn Seale

5
Elaina Covey  (13)

Carolyn Webb

6
George Alvarado
8
Melissa Hioco
Anniversaries


2
Dave and Marilyn Haugen  (18)

7
Brian and Danica Covey  (14)


Dan and Kim Cummins  (16)


Tim and Michelle Williamson  (1)
THIS WEEK AT ST. MARK’S
Today
6:00 p.m.
Bible Information Class (Luther Room)

6:30 p.m.
Public School Confirmation class
Monday
7:00 p.m.
Monday Worship
Tuesday
7:00 p.m.
Buildings & Grounds
Wednesday
8:10 a.m.
Jumpstart Bible Class

8:25 a.m.
Chapel


7:00 p.m.
Through the Bible Class
Thursday
9:30 a.m.
Joy of Living Bible Class


NO Prime Timers

7:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

7:20 p.m.
Men’s Softball at Fair Oaks Park
Friday
6:15 a.m.
Men’s Bible Study

6:30 p.m.
First Friday @ Bartlows
Saturday
8:00 a.m.
Saturday Work Crew


Board of Outreach @ Steiners (time TBA)
Sunday
4:00 p.m.
Oktoberfest

6:00
Bible Information Class (Luther Room)


6:30 p.m.
Public School Confirmation class


St. Mark’s Lutheran Church and School

A member congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS)

7869 Kingswood Drive

Citrus Heights CA 95610

Phone: 961-7891 / FAX: 961-5034

www.StMarksLutheran.com

Sunday Worship 8:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

Sunday School  9:15-10:30 and Bible Classes 9:30-10:30

Monday Worship 7:00 p.m.

Pastor

Pastor

Ronald Waterstradt

Jason Schmidt

961-7891 ext. 103
961-7891 ext. 105

Pastor
Principal

Johnold Strey
Matthew Bauer

961-7891 ext. 104
961-7891 ext. 109

Elementary School Faculty: Pat Walker, Rosemarie Boushek, Judy Thrams, Sarah Bauer, Julie Dushane, Shannon Schmidt, LaRita Walker
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